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WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 8, 1954 


Unirep States SENATE, 
PERMANENT SUBCOMMITTEE ON INVESTIGATIONS 
OF THE COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS, 
Washington, D. C. 

The subcommittee met at 10:30 a. m. pursuant to recess, in room 
357, Senate Office Building, Senator Charles E. Potter presiding. 

Present: Senator Karl E. Mundt, Republican, South Dakota; 
Senator Charles E. Potter, Republican, Michigan. 

Also present: James N. Juliana, acting executive director; Robert F. 
Kennedy, chief counsel to the minority of the subcommittee; Donald 
KF. O’Connell, assistant counsel to the subcommittee; Daniel G. Buck- 
ley, assistant counsel to the subcommittee; John Gomien, adminis- 
trative assistant to Senator Dirksen; Ruth Y. Watt, chief clerk. 

Senator Porrrer. The committee will come to order. 

This is a continuation of the hearings that have been going on for 
the past 2 days concerning Communist activities in certain defense 
plants. 

The first witness this morning will be Mr. Thomas. 

Mr. Thomas, you have been sworn before, but in the beginning of a 
new day’s hearing we will swear you again. 

Do you swear the testimony you are about to give will be the truth, 


the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 
Mr. Tuomas. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF HERMAN E. THOMAS, ALLENTOWN, PA. 


Senator Porrrr. You may be seated. 

Mr. Thomas, in order for the record to be clear, will you identify 
yourself, giving your full name and your address and your present 
employmer nt? 

Mr. Tuomas. My name is Herman E. Thomas. I reside in Allen- 
town, Pa. I am self-employed. 

Mr. Juuiana. Mr. Thomas, to repeat for the record, you were a 
member of the Communist Party for how many years in the Lehigh 
Valley area of Pennsylvania? 

Mr. Tuomas. About 12 years. 

Mr. JuniaAna. During that period of time you reported regularly 
to the FBI, is that correct? 

Mr. Tuomas. For 10 years I reported regularly to the FBI. 

Mr. Juuiana. When you were a member of the Communist Party, 
in the area of Bethlehem, Pa., did you know a man by the name of 


Paul Ault? 
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Mr. Tomas. Yes, sir; I did 

Mr. Jun1ana. Where did Mr. Ault live? 

Mr. Tuomas. Mr. Ault lived in Williamsport, Pa 

Mr. Juntana. Where was he employed? 

Mr. Tuomas. At the wire rope division of the Bethlehem Steel Co 
at Williamsport. 

Mr. Juuiana. Did Mr. Ault hold any offices in the Communist 
Party? 

Mr. Tuomas. I knew him to be the section organizer of the Williams- 
port area, for the Communist Party. And at 1 or 2 times he was a 
member of the district committee of the Communist Party of eastern 
Pennsylvania, and Delaware, and he served the district steel commis- 
sion of the Communist Party of eastern Pennsylvania and Delaware. 

Mr. Jutrana. When did you last know him to be a member of the 
Communist Party? 

Mr. THomas. Around 1952 

Mr. Juntana. That is all I have. 

Mr. Kennepy. Mr. Thomas, what is a section organizer? 

Mr. Tuomas. A section organizer is the liaison between the section 
of the Communist Party and the district of the Communist Party. 
His duties are to call club meetings, Communist Party club meetings, 
and he is the head of the section committee, and does recruiting for 
the party within the area in which he works. 

Mr. Kennepy. Is that usually a full-time job for him? 

Mr. THomas. Sometimes it is, and sometimes it isn’t. 

Mr. Kennepy. What about in the case of this man? 

Mr. Tuomas. I don’t think it was a full-time job. 

Mr. Kennepy. Did he get paid by the Communist Party? 

Mr. Thomas. That I couldn't say, if he was paid by the Communist 
Party? 

Mr. Kennepy. Don’t section organizers usually get paid? 

Mer. Tuomas. In our section Charles Spencer and William Hood, 
who were full-time section organizers, got paid by the Communist 
Party. Our last section organizer was employed in industry, and he 
didn’t take any money from the Communist Party. 

Mr. Kennepy. Is it a fairly responsible position? 

Mr. THomas. It is a highly responsible position. 

Mr. Kennepy. And he knows pretty much what is going on in the 
Communist Party in that particular area? 

Mr. Tuomas. That is correct, and I would like to say the first time 
that I met Paul Ault, in 1946, I was a delegate to a national steel 
commission meeting of the Communist Party in Cleveland, Ohio. 
On a Saturday evening—I had worked the 7 to 3 shift at the Bethlehem 
Steel—and Saturday evening Joseph Kuzma came up from Phila- 
delphia, at that time he was the labor secretary of the Communist 
Party of eastern Pennsylvania and Delaware. He came up with 
another comrade and said ‘“‘We are going to a steel commission meeting 
in Cleveland, we are going to pick up two individuals in Harrisburg.” 
One of the individuals we picked up in Harrisburg was Paul Ault. 
He went on with us to attend this national steel commission meeting, 

Mr. Kennepy. At this national steel commission meeting did he 
take any active part or did you discuss anything with him? 

Mr. Tuomas. All of the delegates there reported on the activities 
and conditions in their respective sections, and Paul Ault reported on 
his section. 
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Mr. Kennepy. Was there somebody there, was there a secretary 
there that took down notes on all of this? 

Mr. Tuomas. Yes; there was a secretary there, and I might say too 
there were some national figures of the Communist Party there at 
that time. ‘ 

Andy Onda who was indicted in Pittsburgh for Smith Act viola- 
tions, and Gus Hall, who is now serving a sentence in the Federal 
penitentiary for Smith Act violations, and also Arnold Johnson who 
at that time was the State chairman of the Communist Party of Ohio. 
He is now waiting sentencing and he was one of the second string 
Communist leaders arrested in New York. 

Mr. Kennepy. So to be sent to this national steel convention 
you had to be a fairly important Communist Party leader? 

Mr. Tuomas. That is correct. 

Mr. Kennepy. What about individual Communists called before 
a congressional committee or called before a grand jury, were there 
any instructions that were to be given to them, and would the section 
organizer be in charge of giving those instructions? 

If Joe Doaks, for instance, were called before a congressional com- 
mittee, and he doesn’t know what to say or what to do, would the 
section organizer tell him? 

Mr. Tuomas. I might say since the original arrests in New York, 
the party had instructed its members that they do not have to talk 
to any FBI agent, or any agent of the Government, and about 4 weeks 
ago an article appeared in the—TI don’t know whether it was the Daily 
of Sunday Worker issued under the Civil Rights Congress under the 
name of Jack Zucker, who was present here yesterday at the hearings, 
that it is understood that the McCarthy committee is sending in 
investigators into the Lehigh Valley and that those Communist Party 
members or those who were approached by the committee should 
immediately get in touch with the Civil Rights Congress office in 
Philadelphia, and not to talk to any of the investigators. 

Mr. Kennepy. Did you ever hear Paul Ault refer to or make any 
statements or suggestions to anybody, about what he should say 
before such committees? 

Mr. Tuomas. No, sir; I did not. 

Mr. Kennepy. Was there a Jack Kling at this meeting, at this 
national convention? 

Mr. Tuomas. Yes; I think, or I know, he was there, and I think he 
is a fugitive at the present time. 

Senator Porrer. Could you identify Jack Kling a little more? 

Mr. Tuomas. Jack Kling was the section organizer of the South 
Chicago district of the Communist Party at that time. He later be- 
came national treasurer of the Communist Party. 

Senator Porrer. Thank you, Mr. Thomas. 

Mr. Autt. You lying stool pigeon, why don’t you put the finger on 
me, you are helping Bethlehem Steel take the food out of my mouth, 
and out of my children’s mouths, you smirking Judas. There is no 
decency there. 

Mr. Tuomas. If I may give an explanation of a stool pigeon, I 
would like to. 

Senator Porrer. You will have an opportunity a little later. 

(Mr. Ault was removed from the hearing room temporarily.) 
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Senator Porrer. Mr. Ault, will you raise your right hand and be 
sworn? Do you swear the testimony you are about to give will be 
the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 


Mr. Autt. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF PAUL AULT, DU BOISTOWN, PA., ACCOMPANIED 
BY JOSEPH FORER, ATTORNEY 


Senator Porrer. Will you identify yourself for the record and give 
your full name, and your address and your present employment? 

Mr. Autr. My name is Paul Ault, I live at 307 Valley Street, Du 
Boistown, Pa. 

Senator Porrer. Will you spell your last name? 

Mr. Auur. A-u-l-t. 

Senator Porrer. What is your present employment, Mr. Ault? 

Mr. Aur. Wire driller at Bethlehem Steel Co. 

Senator Porrer. Would you have your counsel identify himself for 
the record. 

Mr. Forer. Joseph Forer, 711 14th Street NW., Washington, 
D.C, 

Senator Porrer. Mr. Ault, when and where were you born? 

Mr. Autr. What is that? 1am sorry. 

Senator Porrmrr. When and where were you born? 

Mr. Auur. I was born in Minorsville, Pa., in 1911. 

Senator Porrmr. Would you give the committee your educational 
background? 

Mr. Avtt. High-school eraduate, 

Senator Porrmr. A high-school graduate from where? 

Mr. Auur. South Williamsport High School. 

Senator Porrer. Mr. Ault, would you also give the committee your 
vocational background, your work background? 

Mr. Aur. I worked in construction work until 1939, at which time 
I went to work for Bethlehem Steel 

Senator Porrmr. When did you give your employment at Bethlehem 
Steel? 

Mr. Aur. In June 7, 1939. 

Senator Porrrer. June 7, 1939. 

Mr. Aut. That is right. 

Senator Porrer. And you worked continuously for Bethlehem Steel 
up to the present time? 

Mr. Auur. That is correct. 

Senator Porrer. Mr. Ault, have you had any military service? 

Mr. Autr. No, sir. 

Mr. Junrana. Mr. Ault, are you a member of the Communist Party 
as of today? 

Mr. Auur. I invoke the first and fifth amendments which protect 
me against giving testimony or being a witness against myself, period. 
Or anybody else. 

Mr. Juniana. From 1951 were you section organizer for the Com- 
munist Party in Williamsport, Pa.? 

Mr. Autr. I refuse to answer on the basis of my privileges under the 
fifth amendment not to be a witness against myself. 

Mr. Jutiana. Have you ever contributed any moneys to the Com- 
munist Party? 
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Mr. Aut. I refuse to answer on the basis of my privilege under the 
fifth amendment not to be a witness against myself. 

Mr. Jut1ana. Has any member of the Communist Party solicited 
from you information concerning the internal conditions at Bethlehem 
Steel Co.? 

Mr. Autt. I refuse to answer on the same basis. 

Mr. Juniana. Will you please give it in full? 

Mr. Aur. I invoke the first and fifth amendment, of the protection 
against making a witness out of myself. 

Mr. Juntana. Have you ever given to any member of the Com- 
munist Party information concerning the internal conditions of 
Bethlehem Steel Co.? 

Mr. Autr. The same answer. 

Mr. Juniana. Will you repeat it, please? 

Mr. Aut. I invoke the first and fifth amendments which protect 
me against being a witness against myself, period. Or anybody else. 

Mr. JuLIANA. Were you ever a me mber of the district steel com- 
mission? 

Mr. Kennepy. As I understand the use of the fifth amendment, 
you cannot invoke the fifth amendment to protect somebody else, 
and you have to use it to only protect yourself. When he adds 

“anybody else” I am not sure he is using the fifth amendment properly. 

Mr. Juniana. Will you repeat your answer to that, Mr. Ault, to the 
previous question? 

Mr. Aur. Just a moment. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Autt. May I have the question again, please? 

Me. Juniana. Read the question. 

(The reporter read from his notes as requested.) 

Mr. Aut. All of these questions you are trying to make out that 
I am not loyal, and that I am disloyal. 

Senator Porrer. You have the opportunity to answer. 

Mr. Autr. My loyalty is not to officeholders, my loyalty is to my 
family and my working people. 

Senator Porrer. You have every right to— 

Mr. Auttr. Why are you helping Bethlehem to fire me? 

Senator Porrer. Mr. Ault, this is a 

Mr. Autr. You can’t save McCarthy. 

Senator Porrer. Just a moment, Mr. Ault. I don’t want to have 
you in a position where you are in conte mpt of the committee, and 
I am sure you don’t want to be. We are interested in the truthful 
answers. It happens that this country has been engaged in a hot and 
cold war against the forces of communism for some time, and many 
men have lost their lives in that war. Millions of dollars—just a 
moment—of taxpayers’ money has gone to this cause. 

Now, we have a company that has defense contracts. The American 
people have ever y right to expect that people working in that company 
are loyal American citizens and are not subversive to the very power 
that is out to make slaves of free people everywhere. 

That is the reason that you are asked to appear here. You have 
nothing to fear if you tell the truth, if you are not a member of the 
Communist Party. 

Mr. Autt. My wife cried when Mr. Roosevelt died. She was right. 
Everything that he planned has been sabotaged. 
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Senator Porrer. If you respond to the questions, you will have 
nothing to worry about. 

Now, if you will answer the question of Mr. Juliana. 

Mr. Autr. I have lost it again. 

Mr. Juuiana. Have you ever given information to any member of 
the Communist Party concerning the internal conditions at Bethlehem 
Steel Co., in Bethlehem, Pa.? 

Mr. Aur. I refuse to answer on the basis of my privilege under 
the fifth amendment not to be a witness against myself. 

Mr. Jutrana. Have you ever been a member of the district steel 
commission of the Communist Party? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Autr. May I have the question again? 

Mr. Jut1ana. Have you ever been a member of the district steel 
commission of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Aur. I refuse to answer on the basis of my privilege under 
the fifth amendment not to be a witness against myself. 

Mr. Juttana. Do you know a man by the name of Andy Onda? 

Mr. Auutr. Mr. Chairman 

Mr. Juniana. Just answer the question, Mr. Ault. 

Senator Porrer. You can respond to the question, you either know 
him or you don’t know him. 

Mr. Auur. I refuse to answer on the basis of my privilege under the 
fifth amendment not to be a witness against myself. And in addition 
I will never be a Judas stool pigeon like Thomas. 

Mr. JuLiana. Just answer the questions and no speeches. 

Mr. Aur. O. K., that is not a speech. 

Mr. Junrana. Have you ever attended a national Communist 
Party steel commission in Cleveland, Ohio? 

Mr. Auur. I refuse to answer on the basis of my privilege under the 
fifth amendment not to be a witness against myself. 

Mr. Junrana. Have you ever been a member of the Communist 
Party? 

Mr. Autr. I refuse to answer on the basis of my privilege under 
the fifth amendment not to be a witness against myself. 

Mr. Juntrana. Do you know a man by the name of Joe Kushma? 

Just answer the question yes or no, or whatever you want to answer, 
or use the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Aur. I refuse to answer the question on the basis of my 
privilege under the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Junrana. What is your basis under the fifth amendment? 
You didn’t repeat the full reason. 

Mr. Auttr. Not to be a witness against myself. 

Mr. Juttran. Do you know a man by the name of Jack Kling, 
K-l-i-n-g? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Avutr. How is that again, sir? 

Senator Porrer. Do you know a man by the name of Jack Kling? 

Mr. Autr. I refuse to answer on the basis of my privilege under 
the fifth amendment, not to be a witness against myself nor a stool 
pigeon against John Kling or anybody else. 

Mr. Kennepy. That is not part of the answer, that is not a proper 
answer. He has to give the proper answer or his is in contempt of the 
committee. 
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Mr. Autt. How can you do all of the talking and I can’t answer. 

Mr. Kennepy. I am talking, just listen. It is not a proper answer. 

Senator Porrer. Do you care to change your response to the 
question? 

Mr. Aur. What is the question? 

Senator Porrer. Do you care to change your response to the 
question? 

Mr. Autr. What was the question? 

Mr. Juntrana. Do you know a man by the name of Jack Kling? 

Mr. Forer. May we have the response read? 

(The reporter read from his notes as requested.) 

Senator Porrer. Do you want that to stand? 

Mr. Auur. Yes, I will answer that over, if you don’t mind. | 
refuse to answer the question on the basis of my privilege under the 
fifth amendment, and not to be a witness against myself, and in 
addition a stool pigeon against Jack Kling. 

Mr. Kennepy. The only proper refusal he has is the first part of 
the answer, and the second part is superfluous. 

Senator Porrer. You are satisfied with that response? 

Mr. Aur. Yes. 

Senator Porrer. Do you have any questions, Mr. Kennedy? 

Mr. Kennepy. Mr. Ault, do you know Mr. Herman Thomas? 
Did you hear me? I don’t want you to point, Mr. Ault. Do you 
know Mr. Herman Thomas? 

Senator Porrer. What is your response? 

Mr. Autr. I refuse to answer on the basis of my priv ilege under the 
fifth amendment not to be a witness against myself. 

Mr. Kennepy. Now, did you hear Mr. Herman Thomas testify 
here a few minutes ago, Mr. Ault? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Auur. Was that what it was? 

Mr. Kennepy. You can be in contempt for that, Mr. Ault. 

Senator Porrer. You can respond to the question. Did you hear 
him testify? 

Mr. Autr. Yes, Mr. Chairman, I heard him. 

Mr. Kennepy. Mr. Ault, were there any statements that Mr. 
Thomas made regarding you that you felt were untrue? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Aur. Well, he made some statements. 

Mr. Kennepy. You just tell me if there were any that you felt were 
untrue? 

Mr. Aut. Well, actually 

Mr. Kennepy. Just answer the question. You can answer yes or 
ho. 

Mr. Avtr. I would like to make something clear. Is that O. K.? 

Mr. Kennepy. Answer yes or no, and then make it clear. 

Mr. Autr. I refuse to answer on the basis of my privilege under the 
fifth amendment not to be a witness against myself. 

Mr. Kennepy. Now, would you please tell 

Mr. Aur. Could I make it clear now? 

Mr. Kennepy. All right. 

Mr. Autr. I am sort of nervous about this business, and I just 
couldn’t stand that guy any longer, and I didn’t hear half of what he 
said. Just when he started in, that was enough. 
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Mr. Kennepy. When you got up in the rear of the room, I thought 
you said some of the things he said were untrue, and I thought you 
should have the opportunity to tell this committee what he said was 
untrue. That was all. 

Senator Porrer. Mr. Ault, when Mr. Thomas testified that you 
were a member of the Communist Party, was that statement of Mr. 
Thomas’ true or false? 

Mr. Auur. I refuse to answer on the basis of my privilege under the 
fifth amendment, not to be a witness against myself. 

Mr. Kennepy. Mr. Ault, could you tell this committee any one 
statement made by Mr. Thomas concerning you that was false? 

Mr. Auutr. Well, that is the same thing. 

Mr. Kennepy. I asked you the question, just give me the answer, 
It is not the same question, and please answer it. 

Mr. Autt. What was the question again? 

Mr. Kennepy. Would you read it back to him? 

(The reporter read from his notes as requested.) 

Mr. Auutr. That was the question that Mr. Potter asked me 

Mr. Kennepy. No he read the question I asked. 

Mr. Autr. You asked me that question? 

Mr. Kennepy. Yes. 

Mr. Auur. I refuse to answer on the basis of my privilege under the 
fifth amendment not to be a witness against myself. 

Mr. Juntana. Mr. Ault, have you attended conventions of the 
Pennsylvania and Delaware districts of the Communist Party cover- 
ing the period over the last 10 years? 

The witness conferred with his counsel. 

Mr. Auur. I refuse to answer on the basis of my privilege under 
the fifth amendment. 

Senator Porrer. Mr. Ault, have you ever engaged in espionage? 

Mr. Autr. What is it? Is it spying? Is that what you mean’ 

Senator Porrer. Yes, spying. What is your response? 

Mr. Aut. No. 

Senator Porrer. You have not? 

Mr. Auir. Just a minute, lam not clear. Spying on who? 

Senator Porrer. Mr. Ault, have you ever given information to 
officials of an organization that the courts have determined believes 
or advocates the overthrow of the Government of the United States 
by force or violence? You can respond to that question. 

Mr. Aur. That is information 

Senator Porrer. What is your answer? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Autt. What do you mean, what organization? Have I given 
information to 

Senator Porrer. The courts have determined that the Communist 
Party advocates the overthrow of the Government by force and 
violence. Now, have you ever given information relative to the 
conditions or the operation of the plant in Bethlehem Steel to officials 
of the Communist Party? That is what I am asking. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Avuur. | refuse to answer on the basis of my privilege under the 
fifth amendment not to be a witness against myself. 
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Senator Porrer. Mr. Ault, charges have been made that you are a 
member of an organization that has been cited as an organization 
which believes in the overthrow of this Government by force and 
violence, and you have had the opportunity to deny those charges, 
and you have refused to do so, and therefore we will use the same 
procedure. We will contact the president of Bethlehem Steel, and 
we will send a transcript to the Department of Justice. You are 
excused. 

Mr. Aurr. Fired by proxy. 

Senator Porrer. Mr. Thomas? 


FURTHER TESTIMONY OF HERMAN E. THOMAS 


Senator Porrer. Mr. Thomas, you were sworn previously and you 
realize that you are _ under oath. 

Mr. Tuomas. I do, si 

Senator Porrmr. | on that you should identify yourself again 
for the record. 

Mr. THomas. My name is Herman E. Thomas, and I reside in 
Allentown, Pa. 

Senator Porrer. Mr. Thomas, while you were a member of the 
Communist Party did you know a man by the name of John Babirak? 

Mr. Tuomas. Yes, sir; I did. 

Senator Porrrmr. Where was Mr. Babirak e omapy “dl? 

Mr. Tuomas. Mr. Babirak was emp loved | »y the Bethlehem Steel 
Co. at Bethlehem, Pa. 

Senator Porrer. Mr. Thomas, did you know Mr. Babirak to be a 
member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Tuomas. Yes, sir; I did. 

Senator Porrer. How do you know that? 

Mr. THomas. When I first joined the party in 1937, I attended 
meetings, closed Communist Party meetings at which Mr. Babirak 
was present. That is for about a period of 2 years. 

In 1944 when I joined the Communist Party again at the request 
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, | was membership director 
for a while and the membership cards for the individuals in my club 
were given to me to distribute to the membership, and I was the one 
who filed or put in the name of the comrade along with the number 
appearing on the card, and John Babirak was one of those individuals 
who received a Communist Party membership card. 

Mr. Porrer. Do you know whether Mr. Babirak ever contributed 
to the defense fund for the Philadelphia Smith Act Communist 
defendants? 

Mr. Tuomas. Yes, I do. 

Senator Porrer. He did so? 

Mr. Tuomas. Yes, he did. 

Senator Porrer. Mr. Thomas, before the other members of the 
staff ask any questions, I would like to say this: You have been 
accused here in open hearing of being a stoolpigeon. I wish to com- 
mend you for serving your country in an underground capacity with 
the FBI. It is a fine organization to be identified with, and you 
should be commended for your loyalty to your country. In the under- 
ground work that you did 1 know that it caused you and your family 
a great deal of heartaches at times, and it is a service that you can we ‘ll 
be proud of and it is a service that the country can well be proud of. 
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You know, when they talk about stoolpiegeons, I would like to say 
| have never yet heard of a stoolpigeon in the Boy Seouts. 

Mr. Tuomas. I was a member of the Boy Scouts, | was assistant 
Scout Master, too. 

Mr. Chairman, if I may, I would like to give you my definition of a 
stoolpigeon. l have been accused of being’ one, and in all fairness | 
would like to give my definition of a stoolpigeon, if I may. 

I live in a country that my father came to from Russia in order to 
escape persecution. When my dad knew of my work with the Bureau 
he said that I was doing a wonderful job, and he said, ‘‘Herman, I 
would rather live in America with a dry piece of bread than all of the 
milk and honey they could give me in Russia.”’ 

But to get back to my original purpose, when a fellow works in a 
plant that is engaged in making munitions for a country that they 
have pledged allegiance to and can belong to an organization such as 
the Communist Party, which the Supreme Court has said is dedicated 
to the violent overthrow of the United States Government by force 
and violence, that individual who belongs to the Communist Party 
and brings information to his club, Communist Party club, telling the 
club of what is going on in the plant, and then this information is 
passed on to a district level and to a national level and then it appears 
in a paper such as For a Lasting Peace, which is the Cominform 
information bulletin issued from Bucharest, that is my definition of a 
stoolpigeon, , 

Mr. Juntana. Mr. Chairman, I would just like to make one other 
observation that it is men like Mr. Thomas through their cooperation 
with special agents of the FBI—an organization under Mr. Hoover 
which is without question the greatest of its kind in the world—men 
like Mr. Thomas who have made it possible for this country to under- 
stand the dangers of communism and to take some active steps to 
combat it. 

Mr. Thomas, did you know John Babirak to be a member of the 
Hungarian section of the International Workers Order? 

Mr. Tuomas. Yes, sir; I did. 

Mr. Jurtrana. And for the record, Mr. Chairman, I would like to 
say that the International Workers Order is an organization which 
has been declared by the Attorney General as a Communist-front 
organization. 

Did John Babirak to your knowledge, Mr. Thomas, ever report to 
a member of the Communist Party concerning the internal conditions 
at Bethlehem Steel Co.? 

Mr. Tuomas. I would like to say at one meeting when John was 
transferred from one department where he was a welder to a depart- 
ment known as Weldment at the Bethlehem Steel, he told of his work 
there and what was being made there. 

Mr. Juntana. Whom did he tell? 

Mr. Tuomas. At a club meeting. 

Mr. Junrana. At a club meeting. 

Mr. THomas. At a Communist Party club meeting. 

Mr. Junrana. And at this meeting there were only Communist 
Party members? 

Mr. Tuomas. That is correct. 

Mr. Junrana. Thank you. 
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Mr. Kennepy. Mr. Thomas, John Babirak, did you know him 
to be a Communist up until May of 1954, or was he dropped from the 
Communist Party? 

Mr. Tuomas. He was dropped from the Communist Party around 
1950. 

Mr. Kennepy. Now, what was the reason for that? Did you 
know at that time? 

Mr. Tuomas. One of the reasons was in August of 1950 when the 
party in the Lehigh Valley section went underground, there were 
certain individuals who were working at Bethlehem Steel that we 
felt we didn’t want to jeopardize their position, and also that we 
could have contact with them such as collecting money for Commu- 
nist causes without their being members of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Kennepy. It is almost as if he went underground, would that 
be the expression to describe it? 

Mr. Tuomas. I wouldn’t like to describe it that way, that John 
Babirak went underground. 

Mr. Kennepy. He was somebody that was of such importance 
that you would want to hide his identity and make sure that his 
identity was hidden more than the regular Communist Party members. 

Mr. Tuomas. That is right. 

Mr. Kennepy. Is that right? 

Mr. Tuomas. Yes. 

Mr. Kennepy. So that he had a fairly important position in the 
Communist Party? 

Mr. Tuomas. As far as information was concerned. 

Mr. Kennepy. Now, from your associations with Babirak, and 
Ault, if it ever came that this country was engaged in a war with the 
Soviet Union, what position do you think that Mr. Ault and Mr. 
Babirak would take? Would they defend the United States? 

Mr. Tuomas. I don’t think you can class Babirak in the same 
position as Paul Ault. It is hard for me to say what is in a man’s 
mind. I just don’t know what Babirak would do. But from the 
scene here today I know what Paul Ault would do. 

Mr. Kennepy. As far as Paul Ault is concerned, his first loyalty 
is not to the United States? 

Mr. THomas. No. 

Mr. Kennepy. From your long experience in the Communist 
Party, would you say that it was an organization which advocated 
and worked for the forceful overthrow of the Government by force 
and violence? 

Mr. Tuomas. I so testified on May 6, 1954, at the Smith Act trials 
held in Philadelphia. I have in my possession a letter from the 
United States attorney stating that it was on the basis of my testi- 
mony that these nine were convicted. 

Senator Munpr. There isn’t any question, is there, in the mind of 
anyone who has followed the Communist conspiracy, but that the 
Communist Party works for the forceful tana. of the United 
States Government by force and by violence? I wonder, however, 
if you would agree with me that probably the most imminent danger 
stemming from the Communist conspiracy in the United States is 
not the threat that they are going to overthrow this Government by 
force and violence, but the threat that by espionage, and by infiltrating 
respectable organizations, and by influencing the decisions made by 
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decent people, and by occasional sabotage when it seems to be of 
significance enough to justify it, that those are really the danger signs 
that we should watch for as far as communism is concerned, 

Mir. Tuomas. That is correct, Senator. 

Senator Munpr. I am happy to have you confirm that from your 
past experience as a Communist, because I worked in this field for a 
long, long time and increasingly become convinced that if all we had 
to worry about was the overthrow of this Government by the Com- 
munists by force and violence, we could close up shop and go fishing. 
ut it is these intermediary steps, and this skillful propaganda which 
the Communists have specialized in now since 1917, which slowly but 
surely weakens a country by confusing and deceiving decent people, 
and thereby alining against the cause of freedom a people who nor- 
mally, and naturally, would be inclined to support our Constitution 
and our way of life 

Mr. Tuomas. It is very true. 

Senator Munpr. I would like also to associate myself with what 
Mr. Juliana said, Mr. Thomas, that maybe it is the Christmas season, 
but | am inelined to forgive you for the money vou raised to defeat 
the \Moundt-Nixon bill at the time you were a (Communist. L con- 
oratulate you on your having seen the error of your ways, and | 


congratulate you on having the courage to rejoin the Communist 
Party under the direction of the FBI and to appear before the grand 
juries, and before congressional committees » help atone for your 
past political sin. I think that is a mark now Ot a good American. 


Mr. Chairman, I would also, while we are passing out bouquets, | 
would like to congratulate the Bethlehem Co. because I am convinced 
that they have already taken steps to remove the two men who took 
the fifth amendment yesterday, and suspend them immediately, and 
to take steps to remove them permanently from the payroll. I think 
that is the kind of cooperation which we should have from industry, 
and I am glad that they did it on their own as the evidence was 
available on which they could act. 

In my opinion, Mr. Chairman, action of that kind today dramatic- 
ally demonstrates the importance of hearings of this kind. Because 
without such hearings, those two very danger ‘rous security risks this 
morning would be working at their accustome | jobs instead of bei Ing 
happily removed from those positions of ieee ince. 

Senator Porrer. Are there any other questions of Mr. Thomas? 

You may be excused, Mr. Thomas. 

Mr. John Babirak 

Mr. Babirak, will you stand and be sworn. You do swear that 
the testimony you are about to give is the truth, the whole truth, 
and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 


Mr. Baprrak. Yes: I do. 


TESTIMONY OF JOHN BABIRAK, BETHLEHEM, PA., ACCOMPANIED 
BY JOSEPH FORER, ATTORNEY 


Senator Porrer. Mr. Babirak, will you identify yourself for the 
record, and give you full name? a 

Mr. Basrrak. John Babirak. 

Senator Porrer. How do you spell your last name? 

Mr. Basrrak. B-a-b-i-r-a-k. 
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Senator Porrer. Where do you reside? 

Mr. Forer. Can they finish with their photographs first? 

Senator Porrer. The photographers will take their pictures and 
then they will suspend. 

Where are you presently anne ‘d, Mr. Babirak? 

Mr. Banrrak. Pardon me 

Senator Porrer. Where are you employed? 

Mr. Basrrak. Welding shop, Bethlehem plant. 

Senator Porrer. What shop? 

Mr. Basrrak. The welding shop. 

Senator Porrer. Mr. Babirak, where were you born? 

Mr. Basrrak. Bethlehem, Pa. 

Senator Porrer. And you have lived in that vicinity all of your life? 

Mr. arom No; I was in Europe when I was a couple of years 
old, and I don’t know, my parents took me to Hungary. 

Senator Porrer. You long did you live in Hungary? 

Mr. Basrrak. That I don’t know when they went to Hungary, and 
I was just a small boy. I came back in 1925. I was just about 19 
years old. 

Senator Munpvt. ere you educated in Hungary? 

Mr. Basrrak. I went to fifth grade in public schools, that is all. 

Senator Porrer. Did you attend any of the public schools in the 
States? 

Mr. Baprrak. | think one or two nights, night school. That is all. 

Senator Porrrer. What has been your occupational history? 

Mr. Basrrak. Well, I started to work in Bethlehem Steel in 1925 as 
a cinder man around blast furnaces. I worked there as a cinder man 
for about 2 weeks, or 3 weeks, and I lost about 20 pounds on that job. 
It was too hard for me. Then I asked to be transferred to maybe a 
labor gang or something, and | worked there for about two and a half 
years, on a labor gang. Then I got transferred to be a helper of a 
welder. I worked there until 1929, about April or around there, I 
would say the 27th or 28th of April. Then I got homesick for my 
parents and I went to segs for about two and a half months, and 
I went to Europe on May 1, | think, and I came back about June 26 
or 27 or something like th: 1: or maybe a couple of days before. Then 
L got back in Bethlehem Steel wgain, the Ist of August I think. I 
worked on the riggers’ gang. It 1s a construction line thing. 

I worked exactly a year from August 1, 1930, if I can recollect it, 
and I was laid off and I was laid off until July 1933. I got back into 
Bethlehem again on the same riggers’ gang again, and I worked as a 
rigger until about 1935, and I went to welding school, and I learned 
to weld, and I was on that position you might say up to last week, I 
would say. Because I see the others was laid oft just because they 
were hard workers, that is all. 

Senator Porrer. Mr. Babirak, did you ever head the Hungarian 
section for the IWO? 

Mr. Basrrak. | refuse to answer that question because of my 
privilege under the fifth amendment not to testify against myself. 

Senator Porrrer. Mr. Babirak, you heard the testimony of Mr. 
Thomas? 

Mr. Basrrak. Yes; I did. 

Senator Porrer. Did you hear Mr. Thomas testify under oath that 
you were a member of the Communist Party? 
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Mr. Baprrak. I refuse to answer that question because of my 
privilege under the fifth amendment. 

Senator Porrer. He did so testify, that you were a member of the 
Communist Party at one time 

Now, you have the opportunity to either confirm, or deny that 
charge. Were you ever a member of the Communist Party? 

The witness conferred with his counsel. 

Mr. Basrrak. I refuse to answer this question on the privilege 
under the fifth amendment not to be or not to testify against myself, 

Senator Porrer. Were you ever contacted by any of the Communist 
Party functionaries or leaders to secure information concerning the 
operation of the Bethlehem Steel Co.? 

Mr. Basrrak. No, sir. 

Senator Porter. You never were contacted and asked about differ- 
ent conditions in the plant by functionaries of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Basirrax. Not that I can recall. 

Senator Munpt. Mr. Babirak, you stated, if I understood you 
correctly, that you were employed at Bethle ‘hem Steel up until last 
week, and you are not presently employed by Bethlehem Steel. 

Mr. Basirak. Last week I worked and this week I didn’t work, and 
that is why I said I don’t know if I am going to work there or not. 

Senator Munprt. As far as you know you are employed at Bethlehem 
Steel today? 

Mr. Bapirak. Yes, I am. 

Senator Munpt. The Chairman asked you a question as to which I 
think your attorney will advi ise that you gave an inappropriate 
answer. The question was, “Did you hear Mr. Thomas state under 
oath that you were a Communist?” It is not, ‘Were you a Commnu- 
nist?’ Were you in the room and did you hear Mr. Thomas testify 
that you were a Communist? 

You cannot plead the fifth amendment to that question. 

Mr. Banrrak. Yes; I heard him testify. 

Senator Munpt. Now, I would like to give you the same oppor- 
tunity, Mr. Babirak, that we have given to some of your predecessors. 
This committee has no desire to separate from their means of liveli- 
hood, or their positions, workers who are willing to cooperate with 
our security program either by maintaining a good American record or 
refraining from joining subversive organizations, or if they have made 
a mistake as you apparently have, and joined a subversive organiza- 
tion, if they are willing to recant and if they are willing to now become 
cooperative and work with the FBI and with congressional committees 
to help tighten up our security, we have no desire to take any steps to 
have them removed from their employment. 

On the other hand, if they are going to continue to remain silent and 
if they are going to continue to refuse to deny sworn charges that they 
are Communists, which in our book makes them potential saboteurs 
and present-day spies, our committee can do no less with you than it 
did with the two men who were here yesterday, and that is to send a 
certified copy of this record to the head of the Bethlehem Steel, and 
to Secretary Wilson of our national defense with our request that you 
be summarily dismissed. 

I might say for your information two of the witnesses who sat 
exactly where you are sitting now, yesterday afternoon, who admitted 
the charges made by Mr. Thomas and/or others that they had been 
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members of the Communist Party, but who said that they had with- 
drawn and who had said that the y were sorry for their mistake, and 
who had said that they would be perfectly willing to go to the FBI 
and tell them information that the FBI can use to help clean up their 
shops and who told us they would work with our investigators to the 
same end, we dismissed the subpenas, and we dismissed the witnesses, 
and we are not going to call them in public session. We are not 
recommending that they be removed. We believe that an American 
is entitled to a second chance. If he doesn’t take that second chance, 
we certainly do not believe he should be working in a defense estab- 
lishment. ; 

Now, with that background, I now ask you whether you want to 
avail yourself of this opportunity in a public session with sworn 
testimony, to deny the fact that you are a member of the Communist 
Party today. 

Mr. Baprrak. Mr. Senator, like I said before, I have a class A in 
Bethlehem, and I never missed a day’s work. I never missed a day’s 
work, and I was never late 1 hour. 

Senator Munpr. The longer you work, the more punctual you are, 
and the more consistently you appear, the more dangerous you become 
if you are a Communist. So that doesn’t help much. 

Mr. Basirak. I never was reprimanded on a job, and I always did 
good work, and our job is inspected, and tested, and I always did the 
work to the best of my ability, and I am willing to take the con- 
sequences. 

That is my answer. 

Senator Munpr. All of which is not in response to my question. 
Let me ask you directly: Do you now deny that you are a member of 
the Communist Party today? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Basrrak. I refuse to answer this question on the privilege of 
the fifth amendment not to be a witness against myself. 

Senator Munpr. I suggest the witness be dismissed and the cus- 
tomary record be sent to Bethlehem Steel, and to the Secretary of 
Defense. 

Senator Porrer. Before that happens, let me say the same docu- 
ments will-be sent in the case of Mr. Babirak to Bethlehem Steel and 
the Department of Defense, and the Department of Justice, as sent in 
the case of other cases of this kind, Mr. Juliana- 

Mr. O’Donnett. Mr. Babirak, did you ever contribute any moneys 
to any member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Basirak. I refuse to answer that question on the privilege of 
the fifth amendment. 

Mr. O’DonneELL. On what basis of the fifth amendment, on the 
grounds of self-incrimination? 

Mr. Basrirak. That is right. 

Mr. O’Donnetu. Did you ever contribute any money in the early 
part of this year, to the defense of the Communists who were being 
tried in Philadelphia under the Smith Act? 

Mr. Basirak. I refuse to answer that question on the privilege of 
the fifth amendment. 

Mr. O’DonneE.tt. On what basis under the fifth amendment, self- 
incrimination? 

Mr. Basrrak. That is right. 
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Mr. O’Donnetit. Was the Joseph Kuzma who was one of the 
defendants in the Philadelphia Smith Act trials at one time your 
brother-in-law? 


The witness conferred with his counsel.) 
Mr. Banrrak. Joseph Kuzma was my wife’s brother-in-law. 
Mr. O’Donne.Li. He was your wife’s brother-in-law 


Mr. Banrrak. Yes 

Mr. O’DonNELL. Do you know Joseph Kuzma? 

lhe witness conferred with his counsel 

Mr. Basrrak. I refuse to answer that question on the privilege 
ider the fifth amendment, that I incriminate myself. 

Mr. O'DonNeELL. You have heard, I believe, William Hood identi- 
fied before this subcommittee as a section organizer for the Com- 
munist Party inthe Lehigh Valley area. Do you know William Hood? 

Mr. Banrrak. | refuse to answer that question because of my priv- 
lege under the fifth amendment. 

Vir. O’Donnexi. On what basis under the fifth amendment? 

\Ir. Baprrak. Not to testify against myself. 

Mr. O’DonneEcL. You have heard, or least we have received testi- 
mony that Charlie Spencer was at one time the section organizer of the 
Communist Party in the Lehigh Valley area. Do you know Charlie 
Spencer? 

Mr. Banirak. I refuse to answer that question on the privilege 
under the fifth amendment not to testify against myself. 

Mr. O'DonneELL. Do you know Herman Thomas? 

The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mir. Banirak. I refuse to answer that question on the basis of the 
fifth amendment, not to testify against myself. 

Mr. O’Donneti. Mr. Babirak, did you ever furnish to any mem- 
ber of the Communist Party any information concerning internal 
conditions of Bethlehem Steel? 

Mr. Banrrak. I refuse to answer that question on the basis of the 
fifth amendment, and I might incriminate myself. 

Mr. O’Donne tt. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Senator Munpr. | would just like to remind Mr. Babirak that it is 
your job and your livelihood that is at stake, as a result of this rather 
disgusting and completely noncooperative testimony that you are 
now giving. I notice that you confer with counsel before you make 
an answer, which is your privilege under our rules. You should keep 
in mind that the action that you are taking, if our authorities and the 
Defense Department, and if the officials of Bethlehem Steel do their 
duty—and I think both of them will—this kind of testimony should 
mean that you will not again be employed by Bethlehem Steel. 

I want to point out that this is your job that is at stake and your 
livelihood and not that of your attorney. 

Your attorney will undoubtedly be back before us next year with 
a new case of witnesses and he will be employed. But you will be 
unemployed. I think that you should consider pretty seriously 
taking the course of action taken by the two other men here yesterday 
when they said, “All right, this is it, we admit this and we are sorry 
and we are going to help atone for the mistakes that we made and 
from now on we are going to be good Americans.”’ 

Our committee said, ‘‘All right, on that basis we believe you are 
entitled to another chance.” 


? 
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Now, let me ask you again, Do you not think it would be a course 
of wisdom for you, sir, to abandon this refuge behind the fifth amend- 
ment and to come clean and talk freely before this committee and 
take the steps that a good American should take in the kind of world 
in which we live? Do you now wish to deny that you are a member 
of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Basrirak. I refuse to answer that question under the fifth 
amendment, that I incriminate myself. 

Senator Porrer. Mr. Babirak, have you ever engaged in espiongae? 

Mr. Banrrak. No, sir. 

Senator Porrrer. If there are no further questions, you are excused. 


Mr. Thomas. 


FURTHER TESTIMONY OF HERMAN E. THOMAS 


Senator Porrer. This is to remind you that you are still under 
oath, and you will now identify vourself for the record. 

Mr. THomas. My name is Herman E. Thomas, and I reside in 
Allentown, Pa. 

Mr. Jutrana. Mr. Thomas, while you were a member of the Com- 
munist Party in the Lehigh Valley area, did you know a man by the 
name of Alvin Heller? 

Mr. THomas. Yes, sir; I did. 

Mr. Jutrana. Where did Mr. Heller reside? 

Mr. Tuomas. I know where he resides now. 

Mr. Junrana. Did he reside when you knew him in Bethlehem, Pa? 

Mr. THomas. Yes, sir: he did. 

Mr. Juniana. Where was he emploved? 

Mr. Tuomas. After coming to Bethlehem from Philadelphia, he 
was employed by the Bethlehem Steel Co., at Bethlehem, Pa. 

Mr. Junrana. Do you know where he is employed now? 

Mr. Tuomas. To the best of my knowledge, he is employed by the 
Luria Engineering Co. of Bethlehem. 

Mr. Juniana. That is L-u-r-i-a Engineering Co.? 

Mr. Tuomas. I think that is correct. 

Mr. Jutirana. Did you know Mr. Heller to be a member of the 
Communist Party? 

Mr. Tuomas. Yes, sir; I did. 

Mr. Juntrana. What was the latest date you knew him to be still 
a member? 

Mr. Toomas. On May 6, 1954, I appeared as a Government 
witness in the Smith Act trials, in Philadelphia, which was a Thursday. 
The Saturday before that I delivered a bundle of Sunday Workers to 
his home, in Bethlehem. To the best of my knowledge, Alvin Heller 
was a member of the Communist Party as of May 6, 1954. 

Mr. Junrana. Now you delivered a bundle of Sunday Workers 
and for the record the Sunday Worker is the official, or one of the 
official newspapers of the Communist Party. You delivered a bundle 
of papers to his home for what purpose? 

Mr. Tuomas. In the latter part of 1953 when it became apparent 
that the mails were being looked at by the Federal Bureau of In- 
vestigation, there were certain individuals whom we wanted to 
receive the Sunday Worker. So at a meeting with Joseph Kuzma, 
and Jack who later became known as William Powers to me, we 
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decided that we would receive a bundle of hewspapers, and | being 
the least suspected, would have them come into the Lehigh Valley 
station, in Allentown, under the name of Harold Thermon, and 
every Saturday morning I picked up those papers and delivered them 
to the home of Aly in Heller, and then they were disseminated Among 
different people throughout the Lehigh Valley, some who were not 
party members also received the paper, shop stewards at the Beth- 
leh m Steel, and these were ce livered by the United States mail in 
plain envelopes. 

Mr. Jutiana. Prior to the time that Heller moved to the Beth- 
li hem area, where did he reside? 

Mir. THomas. I think he resided in Philadelphia. 

Mr. Juniana. Do you know why he sought employment in the 
Bethlehem Steel Co.? 

Mr. Tuomas. Yes, Alvin Heller was sent here by the Communist 
Party of eastern Pennsylvania to be colonized in our area and to 
secure employment at the Bethlehem. Steel plant of the Bethlehem 
Steel Co. 

Mr. Jutiana. Was this part of the Communist Party’s plan to 
infiltrate Bethlehem Steel? 

Mr. Tuomas. Bethlehem Steel was the major concentration area 
of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Jutrana. I think that that is all. 

Mr. Kennepy. Did you ever go to any meetings with Alvin Heller? 

Mr. Tuomas. I attended quite a few secret meetings with Alvin 
Heller. 

Mr. Kennepy. Secret meetings, what does that mean? Just for 
members of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Tuomas. Being as I explained in the case of Babirak, we 
wanted to protect our members, and we didn’t want to alert the FBI 
as to where the Communist Party were holding their meetings, and 
sometimes we would meet in Bath, Pa., and hold meetings there, 
and sometimes in Bethlehem, at a home or in a ear. 

Mr. Kennepy. You would hold the meetings in a car? 

Mr. Tuomas. Yes; quite a few times. 

Mr. Kennepy. What would be the purpose of that, just to avoid 
detection? 

Mr. Tuomas. That is correct. 

Mr. Kunnepy. And did Alvin Heller ever attend any of these 
meetings in the car or do you just remember that he attended some? 

Mr. Tuomas. He attended 1 or 2 meetings in a car. 

Mr. Kunnupy. What sort of things would you discuss at these 
meetings that Heller attended? 

Mr. THomas. Well, what contacts and what sympathizers we 
might have in Bethlehem Steel, that probably could be possible 
recruits for the party, and shop stewards that we could send the 
paper to, and different things that we could have proposed on the union 
floor at union meetings, and the internal workings of different depart- 
ments, and those were some of the things discussed. 

Senator Porrer. Did I understand that you sent the Sunday 
Worker to all of the stewards in Bethlehem? 

Mr. Tuomas. I wouldn’t say all of the stewards. We got in a 
bundle of about 25 or 30 papers a week, and then we had a list probably 
of about 160 shop stewards, and one week we would send 30 to one 
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group of shop stewards, and another week to a group of another. 
We would alternate, that probably every 5 weeks a shop steward 
would receive a copy of the paper. 

Mr. Kennepy. Did you find that many people acce pting one idea 
and being very active, could influence a large number of other people? 

Mr. Tuomas. There is no question about it, Mr. Ke nnedy. 

Mr. Kennepy. Was that the idea of these secret meetings, that 
you would set one idea, to go out and try to sell and in that way a 
small number of people could influence large groups? 

Mr. Tuomas. That is correct. 

Mr. Kennepy. And Heller was accepted in that group, that corps 
of the party that went out to try to sell these plans and ideas. 

Mr. Tuomas. I might say with Al Heller, being that he was new 
in the plant, we didn’t want him to leave himself wide open so that 
he would be fired. But there were certain things that he could 
bring up on the union floor without being directed, as being a Com- 
munist. 

Mr. Kennepy. Did he ever pay any dues that you know of? 

Mr. Tuomas. Yes, sir; he did. 

Mr. Kennepy. And did he have a Communist Party card? 

Mr. Tuomas. There were no Communist Party cards issued since 
1948, and I have known Al Heller only since 1952 

Mr. Kennepy. Did you have any discussions with him about the 
FBI or congressional committees, or grand juries that you can 
remember? 

Mr. Tuomas. Well, I think he attended a meeting or two where 
there was discussions of not talking to the FBI in case they came 
around, or any Government agency. There was a rumor around at 
that time that there were certain individuals contacted by Government 
agencies back in 1952 

Mr. Kennepy. Thank you. 

Senator Munpt. Mr. Thomas, is it correct that the reason that 
there are no card-carrying Communists now, the fact that that is one 
of the protective devices that the Communists took after congressional 
committees and other vovernme ntal agencies got a little busier into 
ferreting into their affairs, and it is one of the ways in which they hope 
to throw off those you were trying to expose and identify Communists, 
to cease issuing Communist cards? 

Mr. Tuomas. That is right, it was a protection. 

Senator Munpt. So that when some dear, gullible American all 
wrapped up in starry-eyed innocence said there is nothing to worry 
about because there are not many card-carrying Communists, he 
would be just talking through his hat, if he was smart enough to buy 
a hat, is that right? 

Mr. Tuomas. I might say in contacting an individual to join the 
Communist Party, we had to assure him that there were no records 
kept of any names, and I would like to also state for the record at this 
time that every year the party members are registered. There is a 
card issued by the district, an index card that probably has eight lines 
across it, and in registering a comrade for the next year, across the top 
of the card it would have the age, occupation, union, DW, SW, mean- 
ing Daily Worker or Sunday Worker, mass organization. And if you 
registered a comrade, you would put age 43, whether he got the paper, 
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and there was no way that even the district knew who the members 
were in the party. 

Senator Porrer. Their names never appeared on the card? 

Mr. Tuomas. That is correct. 

Senator Munptr. Were you a member of the Communist Party 
back in approximately 1939 or 1940? 

Mr. Tuomas In the latter part of 1939 I was a member of the 
Communist Party. 

Senator Munpr. About that time, or shortly after, in an era of 
(American life when congressional investigations were a bit more 
brutal, I happened to belong to a committee which sort of appropriated 
Communist records one night up in New York on 15th Street, and at 
that time they did keep records, and they did keep lists, and records of 
those lists are still helping to send some Communists to jail. 

“o | think that their protective pattern is unde ee le, and if I 
now interpret the Communist apparatus the way it operates, it has 
broken up into a whole series of cells, compar: siseels small in nature, 
the members of which know none of the members of any other cell, 
except just one little link to keep the whole chain together, so that they 
do have a way that they can transmit their instructions from Moscow 
all of the way down the line, but if there are five members of a cell, 
no more than one of them would know who the members of another 
cell are 

Mr. THomas. That is correct. 

Senator Munpr. I do not know how we are ever going to get the 
American public educated completely as to the nature of the thing 
that is fighting us but it is helpful occasionally for men like you, who 
know from the inside, to say over and over and over again because the 
constant dripping of water wears away granite, and maybe eventually 
we may come to understand the nature of this conspiracy. 

Mr. Jurrana. Mr. Thomas, didn’t you give the committee some 
idea as to the number of Communists working in the Bethlehem Steel 
Company? 

Mr. Tuomas. I don’t think that I did. 

Mr. Junranwa. Will you? 

Mr. THomas. Mr. Chairman, I am under subpoena to the Justice 
Department and I would rather not divulge that information at this 
time 

Senator Porrrr. The Chair would recommend upon that statement 
that this is a question that certainly before you are asked or ordered 
to give the information, we would want to discuss with you at an 
executive session. 

Mr. Tuomas. That is correct. 

Mr. Juniana. That is all. 

Senator Porrer. You may be excused. 

Senator Munpt. One other question, Mr. Thomas: Without in any 
way doing any injury to the nature of the evidence you are going to 
give the Justice De ‘partment, would you be able to state whe ther there 
are more Communists at the Bethlehem Steel plant than we are pos- 
sibly going to be able to cover in the current hee arings, and on the basis 
of the information you have prese “ntly give nus? 

Mr. Tuomas. I would say that there are more that belong to the 
party as of May 6, 1954, and there are more that used to be long to the 
party, sympathizers. 
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Senator Munpt. So that if we had more time. we could produce 
more evidence, and we have the right to hope that starting next Janu- 
ary under the chairmanship of my good friend John Met ‘lellan. we will 
pick up where we left off and not leave this bit of dirty business un- 
finished. 

Mr. Tuomas. That is correct. 

Senator Porrer. You mav be excused 

Do you swear the testimony you are about to give will be the truth, 
the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so he lp vou God? 


Mr. Hetuer. I do 


TESTIMONY OF ALVIN J. HELLER, UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS, BETH- 
LEHEM, PA., ACCOMPANIED BY JOSEPH FORER, ATTORNEY 


Senator Porrer. Will vou identify vourself with vour full name for 
the record? or 

Mr. Hevuer. Alvin J. Heller 

Senator Porrer. And what is vour address, Mr. Heller? 

Mr. Heiter. My address is rural route 20, University Heights 
Bethlehem, Pa. 

Senator Porrer. Where are you employed? 
pr. Luria Engineering Co., Bethlehem, Pa. 


Mr. Heiu 
Senator Porrer. And will your counsel identify himself for the 
record. 


Mr. Forer. Joseph Forer, the same address as before. 

Senator Porrer. Mr. Heller, when and where were you born? Do 
you care, or do the cameras bother you, Mr. Heller? 

Mr. Hetuer. That is right. 

Senator Porrer. If the gentlemen will desist at this time 

Mr. Heller, when and where were you born? 

Mr. Heituer. | was born in Philadelphia in 1927. 

Senator Porrer. And would you give the committee a brief résumé 
of your educational background? 

Mr. Heuer. | finished high school in Philadelphia, and I went to 
college after that. 

Senator Porrrer. | didn’t hear you. 

Mr. Hetter. I went to college after that. 

Senator Porrer. What college did you go to? 

Mr. Hewtier. I went to Pennsylvania, and then I went to Penn 
State under the GI bill. 

Senator Porrer. Could you speak a little slower, and a little more 
distinctly? 

Mr. Heuer. I went to the University of Pennsylvania, and then 
later I went to Pennsylvania State College under the GI bill of rights. 

Senator Porrer. Did you graduate from Penn State? 

Mr. Heuer. Yes, | did. 

Senator Porrer. With what kind of a degree? 

Mr. Hetter. B. A. 

Senator Porrer. With a B. A. degree? 

Mr. Hetter. Yes, sir. 

Senator Porter. When did you graduate from Penn State? 

Mr. Hewuer. In 1949. 

Senator Porrrer. Mr. Heller, would you give the committee a brief 
résumé of your work background? 

40220—54—pt. 5——-4 
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Mr. Heiter. When I got out of school I had a little difficulty in 
etting a job right away. I didn’t get any real kind of employment 
intil the spring of 1950 
Senator Porrer. In the spring of 1950 
Mr. Heuuer. Yes, su 


» 


Senator Porrer. That was vour first employment? 

Mir. Hetter. Well, more or less, I had maybe a job here and a job 
there, but nothing that was important 

Senator Porrrr. What tvpe of odd jobs did vou have? 

\Ir. Hetuer. | worked in a big supermarket for several days, 
before Christmas, and I ean’t recall exactly what it was. 


Senator Porrer! In 1950 you indicated that you had secured more 
permanent pane lovment. What was that? 


\I bhi | sot a job at a fur factory in Camden, N. J 
senator Saanen In a fur factory 

Mir. Heiter. Yes 

Senator Porret How long were vou employed there? 

\I HELLER. lt Was approximately a Vear, I Was laid off se veral 


mes during that time 
or Porret (nd where did you go from there? 
Mr. Hentier. Well, I might have had a job or two during the 
voll periods when I was laid off 
Senator Porrer. How long was that lavoff period? 
Mr. HELLE! I can’t reeall exactly I think it was a month or 2 
months 
Senator Porrer. And then what employment did you have? 
Mr. HELLE! Then I got emplovment with the Beth ‘hem Steel Ce 
Senator Porrer. At Bethlehem Steel? 
Mr. Hetuer. Yes, sir 
Senator Porrer. When was that? 
\Ir. Hetuer. It was in March of 1951 
Senator Porrer. Mareh of 1951 
Mr. He_ier. Yes, su 
Senator Porrer. And you have been employed at Bethlehem Steel 


) 
ce 


Mr. Hetuer. No; I was laid off at Bethlehem Steel during the 
uction in the working force due to a slack period in November 

Senator Porrer. That is when you were laid off—in 1953? 

Mr. Heiuer. Yes, su 

Senator Porrrer. For how long a period of time were you laid off? 

Mr. Hetuer. I am still on a layoff status. 

Senator Porrer. You have not been recalled? 

Mr. Heiter. Not to Bethlehem Steel. 

Senator Porrer. So at the present time you are not employed 
Bethlehem Steel? 

Mr. Hever. That is correct. 

Senator Munpr. Mr. Chairman. Mr. Heller, when you were em- 
ployed by Bethlehem Steel, did they give you a security check of 
n kind before they employed you? 

Mr. Hexxier. 1 wouldn’t have any idea about that. 

Senator Munpr. None that you know of? 


Mr. Heuer. No. 
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Senator Munpr. Would you have the same answer for the Luria 

Engineering Co.? 

Mr. Hetier. The same answer. 

Senator Munprt. Are you presently employed by the Luria Engi- 
ering Co.? 

Mr. Hexuer. Yes, I am. 

Senator Munpr. You are working there now? 

Mr. Heuer. Yes. 

Senator Munpr. As a welder? 

Mr. Heuier. I am a crane operator at the present time. 

Senator Munpr. A crane operator? 

Mr. Heuer. Yes. 

Senator Porrmr. Mr. Heller, have you had any military experience? 

Mr. Heuser. Yes, sir. 

Senator Porrer. When was that? 

Mr. Hetuer. I enlisted in the United States Navy when I was 17 
years old. 

Senator Porrer. How long did you serve? 

Mr. Heuumr. | served until—lI guess it was about a year and a half, it 
was. I enlisted while the war was still on and when | got out the 
war Was Over. 

Senator Porrrer. Approximately when did you enlist? 

Mr. Hextuer. February of 1945 

Senator Porrer. February of 1945. 

Mr. Heuer. Yes. 

Senator Porrer. And you were discharged when? 

Mr. Heiter. August of 1946 

Senator Porrer. What was the nature of your discharge? Was it 
under honorable conditions? 

Mr. Heuer. Yes. 

Senator Porrer. Mr. Heller, you were in the room when Mr. 
‘Thomas testified; were you not? 

Mr. Hetuer. I believe so. 

Senator Porrrr. Did you hear Mr. Thomas’ testimony? 

Mr. Hetuer. Yes; I heard his testimony. 

Senator Porrer. Did you hear Mr. Thomas when he testified that 
vou were a member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Heuier. Yes; | heard him. 

Senator Porrrer. Are vou a member of the Communist Party ¢ 

Mr. Heuuer. I think that is a loaded question. 

Senator Porrer. There is nothing loaded about it. It is very 
simple. I asked you if you were a member of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Hetuer. Senator McCarthy got his publicity yesterday and 
this is just another publicity, to get back in the hes idlines. 

Senator Porrrer. I order you to respond to the question. 

Mr. Hetuter. I refuse to answer the question on the basis of my 
privilege under the fifth amendment not to be a witness against 
myself. 

Senator Porrer. Mr. Heller, Mr. Thomas testified that he delivered 
Sunday Workers to your home for you to deliver. Is that statement 
correct? 

Mr. Heuer. I refuse to answer for the same reason. 

Senator Porrer. What is the reason, Mr. Heller? 
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Mr. Heiter. The reason is that I refuse to answer on the basis of 
v privilege under the fifth amendment not to be a witness against 
mvsell 
Senatlol POTTER Were vou directed by the Communist Party tO 
| iplovment in Bethlehem Steel? 
Nii Hy l l | ! ‘fuse to answer for the same reason 
Senator MuNb1 What reason? 
Mir. Hetier. On the basis of my privilege under the fifth amend- 
oO be a witness acainst mvself 
Senator Porrer. Mr. Heller, while you were in the service, how 
d you answer the question that appears on the military forms, as 
whether vou be longed to an organization that belheved In thre 
erthrow of our Government by force and violence? How did you 
pond to that question? 
Mir. Hetier. | don’t reeall that there was any such question 
| rrhehy be Wrons 
Senator Por You have no knowledge of responding to. thi 
Mir. He.ie I can’t reeall 
Senator Porrer. Mr. Heller, while you wer college were you 


Der ot tl e ‘ommunist 


Heir I refuse 


Party? 


to answer 


Hel 


Mii for the reason | gave previously 


Senator Munpr. [ think that our committee, Mr. Heller, should 
e you the same Opportunity that we have given the preced neg 
SSCS Grant Vou are not Working Ol Bethlehem Steel, wha 
Bethlehem Ste has established the very salutary precedent of cis 
Ssing ath lise] Ure inY emplovees who refused tO answel Wheel 
ith charges made against them that they are Communists, either 
itting them and taking some Ste] to correct the situation, o1 
yy envil them, or by discharging them if they seek refuge unde 
Hie th amendment 
No I know that vou a ) ultin: with your attorney and | am 
iv telling vou, as I told th enn) preceding you on the stand. that 
yout! ob and yvour tuture an your career that is at stake here, 
Hol that Or vour attorney 
Mr. Forrer. Senator, are you implying that I am telling thes 
nesses what to do, rather than giving them legal advice? 


Munpr. | 
nem advising with vou 

MMi Korer. | don’t understand the purpose of the 
has now been repeated hetore. 

Senator Munpr. I will say if your attorney is counseling you to 
seek refuge in the fifth amendment, then certainly it is your job 
vhich is at stake, and not the job of the attorney. 

Mr. Forer. Senator, the knows that he 
lecisions as to how to answer questions, and as the Senator knows, 
the committee has found it very difficult for some of the 
witnesses here to get counsel, and as a matter of fact, | was requested 
by the committee to represent at least one witness, and I don’t think 


s am not implying anything, except that I see 


( nto 


remark which 


witness makes his own 


has been 


that the Senator’s remarks are going to improve that situation. 
Senator Munpr. I simply want to point out that if you are 
‘ . a ° 9 
\ir. Foner. Why do you make such conjectures? 
Senator Munpr. I am the master of my own conjectures, and if 
they are wrong I stand subject to censure, but I shall make them 
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If you are advised by your attorney to take refuge in the fifth 
amendment, I want to point out to you that your livelihood and your 
future is at stake, and you are a college graduate and you went to 
two great Pennsylvania institutions, and it would seem that you are 
in a wonderful position to be helpful to your country by admitting 
whatever mistakes you have made, and seeking to correct them 

If you have not joined the Communist Party, you certainly are in 
a wonderful position to deny il You must be aware now, that the 
times being what they are, that if you insist on seeking refuge in th 
fifth amendment on a question of that importance to our national 
security, that you are now living in the wrong country if you expect to 
remain emploved in any (American corporation handling Government 
contracts. Because the taxpayers Ol the country are becoming 
incensed at having disloyal Americans or Americans who value their 
lovalty so little that thev will not denv charges made against them in 
their presence under oath 

So in an effort to bi helpful to you, sir, [ ask you no Do you wish 
to avail vo irself of this opportunity under oath to deny the charg 
that you are a member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Herter. Mr. Senator, I have miore loyalty for my country 
than you and your big-shot corporations, W hat they have all together, 
and I proved my loyalty. I served my country during the war, when 
we were fighting the same kind of Nazis that you wer: 

Senator Porrer. Now is a good opportunity to show vour loyalty 
bv responding to the questions. 

Mr. Heiter. I show my loyalty to my fellow workers, and I won't 
become a stoolpigeon for anvbody 

Senator Porrer. You are directed to respond to the question 

Mr. Hetuer. | refuse to answer the question for the reason that | 
cave befor 

Senator Porrer. What is the reason? 

Mr. Heiier. My reason is I refuse to answer on the basis of my 
privilege under the fifth amendment of the Constitution not to be a 
Witness against myself 

Senator Munpr. So that it is in the record, | would like to have the 
Chair instruct you to send a transcript of this testimony to the presi- 
dent of the Luria Engineering Co., whose attitude for employing men 
of this type we don’t know, until we have had a chance to find out 
what action they take, and a transmittal of the testimony to Mr 
Charles Wilson, with the recommendation from this committee that 
the Luria Engineering Co. be given no contracts from the Govern- 
ment until they establish what their relationship is going to be to 
witnesses of this type. 

Mr. Juniana. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Heller, what is your present employment? 

Mr. Heiter. Luria Engineering Co. 

Mr. Jutrana. What do you do there? 

Mr. Heuier. I am a crane operator. 

Mr. Jutirana. Now that is the Luria Engineering Co., Bethlehem, 
Pa.? 

Mr. Hever. That is right. 

Mr. Juttana. Mr. Chairman, | would like to make this statement 
for the record, to the effect that the Luria Engineering Co. has 
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Government contracts in excess of $8 million, all of which are cirectly 
contributing to the defense effort. 

Mr. Heller, are vou a member of the Communist Party as of today? 

Mr. Heiuier. I refuse to answer for the reason I gave before. 

Mr. JuLrana. State the reason given. 

Mr. Hetvier. | refuse to answer on the basis of my privilege under 
the fifth amendment not to be a witness against myself. 

Mr. Jutrana. Were you a member of the Communist Party while 
you were in the military service? 

\ir. Heviuer. I refuse to answer for the same reason. 

Mr. Jut1ana. Will you state the reason each time in full? 

Mr. Heturr. | refuse to answer on the basis of my privilege under 
the fifth amendment not to be a witness against myself. 

Mr. Junrana. While you were in the military service, did you receive 
any instructions from any members of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Heturr. I refuse to answer on the same basis of the reason I 
just gave. 

Mr. Jun1ana. Please state it in full 

Mr. Heturr. On the basis of my privilege under the fifth amend- 
ment not to be a witness against my self. 

Mr. Juntiana. Did you furnish any information while you were in 
the military service to any member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Heiurr. I refuse to answer for the same reason. 

Mr. Juntana. Will you state the reason in full? 

Mr. Hetier. On the basis of my privilege under the fifth amend- 
ment not to be a witness against myself. 

Mr. Junrana. Have you ever contributed any moneys to the 
Communist Party? 

Mr. Heuer. | refuse to answer on the basis of my privilege under 
the fifth amendment not to be a witness against myself. 

Mr. Junrana. Do you know a man by the name of James William 
Davies, D-a-v-i-e-s? 

Mr. Heuer. | refuse to answer for the same reason. 

Mr. Junrana. Will you state it in full, please? 

Mr. Hetuer. On the basis of my privilege under the fifth amend- 
ment not to be a witness against myself. 

Mr. Juniana. In 1952 did you and your wife visit Davies in his 
home in an effort to recruit him back into the Communist Party? 

Mr. Hevuer. I refuse to answer for the same reason. 

Mr. JuLIANA. State the reason in full, please. 

Mr. Heuer. On the basis of my privilege under the fifth amend- 
ment not to be a witness against myself. 

Mr. Juniana. Do you know of any other Communists who are 
employed by the Luria Engineering Co.? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Hetuer. I refuse to answer on the basis of my privilege under 
the fifth amendment not to be a witness against os 

Mr. Juxiana. Did you distribute Sunday Workers to members 
of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Hever. I refuse to answer for the reason I just stated pre- 
viously. 

Mr. JuLIANA. State it in full, if you please. 

\[r. Hetuer. On the basis of my privilege under the fifth amend- 
ment not to be a witness against myself. 
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Mr. Jut1ana. When you were in the military, did you serve 
overseas? 

Mr. Heuer. I did. 

Mr. Juuiana. You did? 

Mr. Hevier. Yes. 

Mr. Juntiana. While overseas, in the military service, were you 
contact with any members of the Communist Party’ 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Heuer. I refuse to answer on the basis of my privilege und 
the fifth amendment not to be a witness against myself. 

Mr. Juniana. That is all I have, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Kennepy. When were you born? 

Mr. Heuuer. In 1927. 

Mr. Kennepy. What was the date? 

Mr. Hetiter. March 17. 

Mr. Kennepy. And you were 17 when you enlisted in the Navy? 

Mr. Heiter. That is right. 

Mr. Kennepy. You had received your draft notice at that time? 

Mr. Heuurr. I never received a draft notice. 

Mr. Kennepy. You signed up in the draft at the age of 17? 

Mr. Hetuer. No; I did not. 

Mr. Kennepy. One month before the time you reached 18, you 
hadn’t signed for the draft? You must have, Mr. Heller. 

Mr. Heuer. I don’t believe so. 

Mr. Kennepy. It was during the war? 

Mr. Heiter. Yes. 

Mr. Kennepy. Then you had 

Mr. Heuer. | don’t believe so. 

Mr. Kennepy. When did you go to the University of Pennsyl- 
vania? 

Mr. Heuer. In 1944. 

Mr. Kennepy. For how long? 

Mr. Heuuer. Eight months. 

Mr. Kennepy. Did you attend any Communist Party meetings 
while you were at the University of Pennsylvania? 

Mr. Hetuer. I refuse to answer on the basis of my privilege under 
the fifth amendment not to be a witness against myself. 

Mr. Kennepy. When did you go to the University of Penn State? 

Mr. Hetuer. I went about 4 months to the University of Pennsyl- 
vania, after I got out of the Navy. And it was under the GI bill. 

Mr. Kennepy. For 4 months? 

Mr. Heuer. I think it was. 

Mr. Kennepy. And that was right after you got out of the Navy? 

Mr. Hetuer. Not immediately after. 

Mr. Kennepy. Then when did you go to Penn State? 

Mr. Heuer. Beginning in 1948. 

Mr. Kennepy. What did you do between 1946 and 1948? 

Mr. Hetuer. I got out of the Navy in August 1946 and I can’t 
recall exactly, I went back to Penn until January of 1947. I don’t 
believe I did much in that period. 

Mr. Kennepy. You didn’t work? 

Mr. Heuer. I can’t recall exactly. 

Mr. KENNEDY. Were you a member of the Communist Party while 
you were in Penn State? 
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r. HELLE! | refuse to answer that question on the basis of my 
lege under the fifth amendment 

Mr. Kennepy. Did you attend any meetings of the Communist 
Party when you were in Penn State? 

Mr. Hetuer. | refuse to answer on the same basis 


Mr. KeEnNepy. W 


re there any meetings? 


( 
senator Munpr. The basis will have to be incorporated in the 
record, there is only one way you can answer that question validly 

Mr. Hetier. Doesn’t the record have what I said previously? 

Senator Munpr. It has to be complete for every question 

Mr. Hetuer. Pardon me. 

Senator Munpr. The record has to be complete for every question, 
unless vou want to be in contempt of the committee, which is O. K. 
with me 

Mr. Hevver. | refuse to answer on the basis of my privilege under 
the fifth amendment not to be a witness against myself 

Mr. Kennepy. Did you attend any meetings of the Communist 
Party on the campus of Penn State while you were there? 

Mir. Heuier. I refuse on the basis of my privilege on the fifth 

ndment not to be a witness against my self. 

Senator Porrer. Are there any other questions? 

If not, Mr. Heller, you are excused 

Mr. Thomas, | wish to remind you that you are still under oath, 
vill vou identify vourself for the record 


FURTHER TESTIMONY OF HERMAN E. THOMAS 


Mir. Tuomas. My name is Herman E. Thomas, and I reside in 
\llentown, Pa 

Mer. Junrana. Mr. Thomas, while you were a member of the Com- 
munist Party, did you know a man by the name of Harold C. Allen? 

Mr. Tuomas. I knew an individual by the name of Harold Allen 

Mir. Juntrana. Was he a member of the Communist Party? 

Nii THOMAS. Yes, SI; he Was. 

Mr. Junirana. When did you first meet Mr. Allen? 

Mr. Tuomas. Latter part of 1948, I think it was. 

Mr. Junrana. Where did Mr. Allen live, to your knowledge? 

Mr. Tuomas. I think he lived in Philadelphia, at that time. 

Mr. Junrana. In Philadelphia. 

Mr. THomas. Yes. 

Mr. Jutrana. For what purpose did he go to the Lehigh Valley 
area? 

\Ir. THomas. He was sent up to the Lehigh Valley area to try to 
secure employment at Bethlehem Steel. 

Mr. Junrana. Who sent him to the Lehigh Valley area? 

Mr. THomas. It would only be guessing, but I think the district 
committee of the Communist Party of eastern Pennsylvania and 
Delaware. 

Mr. Junrana. What was the purpose of his going there and trying 
to seek employment in Bethlehem Steel Co.? The purpose for the 
Communist Party, | mean. 

Mr. Tuomas. To further infiltrate into basic industries, and_ to 
make points of concentration. 
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Mr. Juniana. This was a part of the overall infiltration on the 
part of the Communist Party, is that correct? 

Mr. Tuomas. That is right. 

Mr. Junrana. Was Allen ever a member of the section committee 
of the Communist Party in the Lehigh Valley area? 

Mr. THomas. Yes, sir; he was 

Mr. Junrana. When, to your knowledge? 

Ir. Toomas. In 1953. | 

Mr. Jutrana. When did you last know him to be a member of the 
Communist Party? 

MIr. THomas. As of Mav 6, 1954 

Mr. Junrana. That is the date that you broke with the Communist 
Party to testify in the Smith act trial in Philadelphia, is that correct? 


Mr. THoomas. That is correct 
\Ir. Junrana. | have no further questions 
Senator Porrer. Are there any other questions? 


You vey be CX ised 


\Ir. Harold Allen 


Will vou raise vour right hand and be sworn Do vou solemnly 
swear the testimony vou are about to give will be the truth, the whol 
truth, and nothine but the truth, so help vou God? 


Mr. ALLEN. I do 


TESTIMONY OF HAROLD C. ALLEN, ACCOMPANIED BY JOSEPH 
FORER, ATTORNEY 


Senator Porrer. Mr. Alle vill vou identify vou f for the reeord 
ind eive your full nan and address 

\Ir. Auten. Harold C. Allen, 627 Mauek Chunk Street, | ton, Pa 

Senator Porrer. Where are vou presently employed? 

Mr. Auten. Lehigh Foundries 

Senator Porrrer. When and where were you born? 

Mr. ALLEN. | was born in Philadelphia, Pa., in 1930 

Senator Porn! r. Would vou O1Vve the committee a briet résumé Ol 


vour educational background? 

Mr. AtLeN. I graduated from high school in Philadelphia, in Jan- 
uary of 1947. 

Senator Porrer. Does that complete your educational traiming? 

Mr. Atuen. That did. 

Senator Po rER. Would you give the cotnimittee a résumé of your 
work background? 

Mr. Auuen. The usual after school jobs in high sehool, and | 
worked in a grocery store and immediately after graduation, after a 
couple of months after I had graduated, and then in September | 
think of 1948 I was employed by the Taylor Lock Manufacturing Co., 
and | worked there. 

Senator Porter. Is that in Philadelphia? 

Mr. AuueN. That isin Philadelphia, and | worked there consistently. 

Senator Porrrer. For how long a period of time? 

Mr. Atuen. About 3 years. There were periodic layoffs in which 
I worked in the store and worked around, and my next full-time 
employment was at the Lehigh Foundries. 

Senator Porrer. How did you happen to leave your one employ- 
ment to go to Lehigh Foundries, Mr. Allen? 
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Mr. Atuen. Well, before I answer the question, even, one gets a 
job where he can get a job, especially when one is a Negro. 

Senator Porrer. Had you been laid off at the other place? 

Mr. Atuen. No, I had not been laid off. 

Senator Porrer. Was vour job at Lehigh Foundries a better job? 

Mir. ALLEN. I would think so 

Senator Porrer. Well, [ am just asking you to determine why you 
left one job to go to another. 

Mr. Aten. You may not think this is a direct answer, but I think 
one has a prerogative to seek employment where you get the best 
advantage for yourself. 

Senator Porrer. That is right, that answers the question. 

Now was that the case when you went to Lehigh Foundries, because 
you had a better opportunity for yourself? 

Mr. ALLEN. I would Sav so. 

Senator Porrmr. Do you say so? 

\[r. ALLEN. I say so. 

Senator Porrer. Mr. Allen, have vou had any military service? 

Mr. Atten. No, I haven't. 

Senator Porrer. Were you deferred from the draft? 

Mr. Atten. I attempted to enlist in the military service in 1948, 
and immediately following my 18th birthday, and I was rejected 
because of poor vision, and difficulty with my feet. I was also called 
up for premedical induction twice since | think the passage ol the 
draft act, and both times I was also rejected on the same basis 

Senator Porrrr. Classified [V—F? 

Mr. ALLEN. That is correct. 

Senator Porrrr. For phy sical disability . 

Mr. Atuen. That is correct. 

Senator Porrrer. Mr. Allen, were you in the room when Mr. Thomas 
testified? 

Mr. Auten. IT have been here since 10:30 this morning. 

Senator Porrer. And you heard Mr. Thomas testify? 

Mr. Auten. I did. 

Senator Porrer. You stated that you went to the Lehigh Foundry 
because of better conditions for yourself. Was that the only reason? 
Were you ordered to go and seek employment at Lehigh Foundries? 

The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Auuen. I feel this is one of your typical trick questions, and 
therefore I will avail myself of the privilege granted me under the 
Bill of Rights, and I will use or take advantage of the Ist, 5th and 
14th amendments, which guarantee the protection and afford me the 
privilege of not testifving against myself. 

Senator Porrer. That is only found in the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Auten. The 1st and 14th amendments have not yet been 
repealed by the Act of Congress, and the American people and I am 
still guaranteed the protection under the whole Bill of Rights, and the 
whole Constitution of the United States, and I intend to avail myself 
that protection of the Constitution. 

Senator Porrrer. In other words, Mr. Allen, you refuse to answer 
on the grounds that a truthful answer might tend to incriminate you? 

Mr. ALLEN. You might put it that way. 

Senator Porrer. I am asking you. Is that a fact or not? 
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Mr. ALLEN. | refuse to answer on the basis of the fact that as you 
recognize the fifth amendment, the fifth amendment gives me the 
privilege of not having to be a witness against myself 

Senator Porrer. Mr Allen, are vou now a member of the Com- 
munist Party? 

Mr. Atuen. I refuse to answer on the basis of the same reasons | 
have just given vou 

Senator Porrer. What are they? 

Mr. Auten. That I am under the protection of the Constitution 
of the United States, and in particular the Ist, and Sth, and 14th 
amendments 

Senator Porrer. Do you want to seek your protection under the 
first amendment? 

Mr. Atuen. I know that vour committee recognizes only the fifth 
amendment, but the American people and I and the American working 
people knew that the Constitution still stands and your committee 
cannot revise the Constitution But for the purpose of your com- 
mittee, | am resorting to the fifth amendment, and I don’t have to be 
a Witness against my self, 

Senator Porrer. Mr. Allen, vou vill save yout! blood pressure a 
great many points if you will just respond to the question. 

Mr. Atuen. If your committee would ask me questions on a fai 
and equal basis, | would be more than willing to answer questions. 

Senator Porrer. Have vou ever been a member of the Communist 
Party? 

\Ir Ay Li} The Same answer, and the sume rers¢ TS 

Senator Porrer. What are the answers? 

\Ir. ALLEN. Rather than go through the whole routine again 

Senator Porrer. | think that vou are a wise man to make that 
decision 

Mr. Atuen. I will just specify that under the fifth amendment | 
don’t have to be a witness against myself 

Senator Porrer. Senator Mundt . 

Senator Munpr. | see no purpose in asking any 
and | suggest that since he is with a new company, that we send the 
transeript of the hearings to his compalhy, and to Charlie Wilson and 
in oul letter to Charhe VW ilson he ause we don’t know the attitude of 
this company that we make it clear that the opinion of this committee 


letter Lo be sent to the preceding 


further questions, 


is the same as outlined for the 
corporation 

Mr. Atten. Mr. Chairman 

Mer. I LIANA. | would like to state for the record that the Lehigh 
Foundries, Inc., located at Easton, Pa., does do work for the United 


States Government, a portion of which is classified. And it is in direet 
connection with our defense effort, and | might add a very important 
part. Because of the nature of the contracts I will not go into that in 


open session. 

Mr. Atuen. Mr. Chairman, before you go ahead 

Mr. Juntana. I would like to ask a question of the witness. 

Mr. Allen, I will now show you a photostatic copy of an application 
for employment, and I will ask you W hether or not this is a photostat ic 
copy of the application that you filed with the Lehigh Foundries, 
Inc., Easton, Pa. 
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Mr. AuLen. It looks like it, I think so. 

Senator Porrer. Is that your signature, Mr. Allen? 

\ir. ALLEN. It looks like my signature. 

Mr. Juniana. I would like to state, Mr. Chairman, that this is a 
photostatic copy of the records of the Lehigh Foundries, Inc., per- 
taining to Harold C. Allen. I would like to read a part of this printed 
form here which says: 

MI I false statements on this application is gro is for dismissa 


I) answer to a question on this form, Mr. Allen answered ‘Na’ to 


e following question: 
have you ever been a member of the Communist Pa 


| ask you now, Mr. Allen, have you ever been a member of the 
Communist Party? 

Mr. ALLEN. In answering that question I first want to say 

Mr. Junrana. I want you to answer the question and then you can 
say anything you want to, within reason. 

\Ir. Auten. I have to again refuse to answer that question, availing 
myself of the privileges of the Bill of Rights, and in particular the 
fifth amendment, the section which says I not be a witness against 
myself, and further I feel that all of this talk by Senator Mundt, and 
this display of this photostatic copy, I feel is an attempt to intimidate 

before the question is being asked, and I think that you are 
putting me in an unfair position 

Senator Porrer. You took an oath to tell the truth, Mr. Allen, 

there should be no intimidation if you tell the truth. 

\Ir. ALLEN. I dare say in a court of law no such tactics will be 
permitted 

Senator Porrrer. I am going to say that I think the conduct of the 
committee has been very fair. 

Mr. Jutrana. I think the record clearly shows that I exhibited 
this form to Mr. Allen before I asked him any questions concerning 
he form. 

Mr. Atten. That is why I said 

Mr. Juniana. There was no attempt of trickery or anything else. 

Mr. ALLEN. I think the display of the form was to intimidate me 
before the question was asked. 

Mr. Junrana. For the record, this form is dated February 13, 1952. 

Mr. Allen, were you a member of the Communist Party when you 
signed this form? 

Mr. AutLen. I refuse to answer on the same basis. 

Senator Porrer. Say what the basis is. 

Mr. Auten. Under the fifth amendment I have the privilege not 
to be a witness against myself. 

Mr. Junrana. Mr. Allen, were you ever a member of the section 
committee of the Communist Party in the Lehigh Valley area? 

Mr. ALLEN. Same answer, and the same reasons. 

Mr. Juniana. State the reason in full, please. 

Mr. Auuen. I will avail myself of the privilege of the fifth amend- 
ment, not to be a witness against myself. 

Mr. Jutiana. Were you sent to the Lehigh Valley area by the 
Communist Party in order to colonize into the steel industry? 

Mr. ALLEN. The same answer, and the same reason. 
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Mr. Juniana. State it in full, please. 

Mr. ALLEN. I thought I would save the committee time. 

Mr. JuLiana. You will save time if you will answer the questions. 

Mr. AuLEeN. If you insist, I refuse to answer under the privileges 
granted me under the fifth amendment not to be a witness against 
myself, 

Mr. Jutiana. Do you know a man by the name of William Hood? 

Mr. ALLEN. Same answer, and the same reason. 

Mr. Jutiana. Will you state it in full, please? 

Mr. AuLeN. Under the fifth amendment I have the privilege not to 
be a witness against myself. 

Mr. Juttana. Do you know Herman Thomas? 

Mr. ALLEN. Same answer, and same reason 

Mr. Juniana. Repeat it, please. 

Mr. Atten. Under the fifth amendment I have the right not to 
testify against myself. 

Mr. Kennepy. May I ask the chairman, is that the reason that he 
is giving for not answering that question, or is he just stating the fact 
that he does have the right not to testify against himself. Is that 
your answer to the question? 

Mr. ALLEN. One second, I am not a legal wizard. 

Mr. Kennepy. That is very funny, Mr. Allen. 

Mr. Auten. That is my answer. 

Mr. Kennepy. Will you give it to us again? 

Mr. ALLEN. Will you repeat the question again, please? 

Mr. Juttana. Read the question. 

(The reporter read from his notes as requested. 

Mr. AuLEN. I refuse to answer on the basis of the priv ilege granted 
me under the fifth amendment not to be a witness against myself. 

Mr. Kunnepy. Back on February 13, 1952, when you answered 
“No” to this question: ‘ ‘Are you now or have you ever been a member 
of the Communist Party?” was that a truthful answer? 

Mr. AuLEeN. I refuse to answer that question on the basis of the 
privilege granted me under the fifth amendment not to be a witness 
against myself. 

Mr. Juntana. Mr. Allen, were you ever arrested in Philadelphia, 
Pa., for Communist Party activities? 

Mr. Atuten. No; I was not. 

Mr. Jutiana. Were you ever arrested in Philadelphia, Pa., for 
inciting a riot? 

Mr. ALLEN. I was charged with inciting a riot once in Philadelphia. 
That is on the record. 

Mr. Junrana. When was that? 

Mr. AtLEN. That was, I think, in the end of 1948. 

Mr. Jutzana. Did you ever live at 815 North 46th Street, in 
Philadelphia, Pa.? 

Mr. ALLEN. No, I never did. 

Mr. Juttana. That is all. 

Senator Porrrer. You may be excused. 

The committee will stand in recess until 2:30 this afternoon. 

(Whereupon, at 12:45 p. m. the committee was recessed, to recon- 
vene at 2:30 p. m. the same day.) 
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AFTERNOON SESSION 


Senator Munpr (presiding). The committee will come to order. 

Mr. Russiano, take the stand. Will you stand and be sworn now? 

Mr. Russiano, do you solemnly swear that the testimony you are 
about to give will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the 
truth, so help you God? 

Mr. Russtano. Yes, sir. 


TESTIMONY OF THOMAS B. RUSSIANO, OREFIELD, PA. 


Senator Munpr. You may be seated. I want to ask you a few 
preliminary questions, and I will say for the benefit of the press that 
Mr. Russiano has a prepared statement that he presented to the com- 
mittee in executive session, which we are going to permit him to read 
in public. But this is simply to identify now the background. 

Your name is Thomas Basil Russiano? 

Mr. Russtano. Yes, sir. 

Senator Munpr. R-u-s-s-i-a-n-o? 

Mr. Russtano. That is right. 

Senator Munpr. And your present address is route 1, Orville, Pa 

Mr. Russtano. Orefield, Pa 

Senator Munpr. Orefield, Pa.? 

Mr. Russtano. Yes, sir. 

Senator Munpt. You are presently employed with the Bethlehem 
Steel Co. of Bethlehem, Pa.? 

Mr. Russrtano. That is right. 

Senator Munpt. As what is known as a slagger? 

Mr. Russtano. Yes, sir. 

Senator Munpr. Will you tell us what a slagger is? 

Mr. Russ1ano. Well, we rake up the dirt, when there is, you know, 
excess slag goes off a pot, change the pots, pull out pins and use 
cable, you know, crane cable, hook up the crane cable. Generally 
a cleanup job. 

Senator Munpt. You have been on and off an employee of the 
Bethlehem Steel since 1941? 

Mr. Russtano. Approximately that date. 

Senator Munpt. Since approximately 1941. Did you fight in the 
Spanish Civil War? 

Mr. Russtano. Yes, sir. 

Senator Munpt. Were you a member of the Abraham Lincoln 
Brigade? 

Mr. Russtano. Yes, sir. 

Senator Munprt. If you would like to read your statement at this 
point, you may do that, before we ask you any further questions. 

Mr. Russtano. Yes, sir. 

Senator Munpt. Will you read it very distinctly? 

Mr. Russtano. I have had some 34 years of acquaintance with the 
radical movement, been in and out of the Communist Party many 
times, until I was finally kicked out of the party a short time be fore 
the Korean war. And although Herman E. Thomas has done a 
thorough job as an FBI agent in the Communist Party, and I have 
him to thank for clinching the decision for having me kicked out of 
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the party, but I was nevertheless burned up, because he was mistaken 
about the reasons. 

At the trial of the nine Communist leaders at Philadelphia, Thomas 
said another fellow and I were anti-Semitic and anti-Negro. The 
chief defense counsel, McBride, asked if I had been expelled from the 
party. Thomas admitted I was. Now, the truth is I never know- 
ingly was anti-Semitic or anti-Negro, nor is the implication that I 
was kicked out of the party for the reason of being anti-Semitic or 
anti-Negro true. 

I saw Thomas on the street one day while he was walking with 
another man. I started to talk to him, wanting to tell him that it 
was right and proper for him to say I was a Communist Party member, 
that I attended meetings, and so forth, but what did he have to lie 
about me for? 

Instead of talking to me, he ducked, speeded up his walking and 
left me standing. 

Later on I tried to set the facts straight by writing an article which 
I took to the local press, to have published. 

A few days later I received it in the mail saying something about it 
not being relevant to the Thomas matter. I thought “fiddlesticks.”’ 

Now, the question is: What is it that the Communist Party has 
that is such an attraction, and that can get such a hold upon an 
individual? 

The Communist Party has not got its mind cluttered up with a lot 
of obsolete cultural patterns. It tries to face up to the 20th century 
problems. At least they are always mouthing them. Any discerning 
person can readily see that regardless of the nostalgic attachments to 
past cultural patterns, those same patterns cannot solve our 20th 
century problems. So one returns to the Communist Party in spite 
of the fact that one is fully aware of the war with Finland, the purges, 
the Hitler deal, and so forth. It is not the wisdom or the efficiency of 
their leaders, for they are usually quite dull. The binding element is 
the determined decision of the respec tive individual to face up square ly 
to the problems of our day, and to somehow influence or help in cor- 
recting them. 

Toward the end of my activity with the Communist Party, I began 
to slowly realize that my influence or endeavor to do good, after all 
those years, was nil, and I began to see things, not as I had wished, 
but as they actually are. 

I hate the word ‘‘dupe”’ for I know its full implication, but one has 
to finally face up to the full reality of things, and a dupe I was, pure 
and simple. 

Now, the word ‘‘squealer’’ has a bad connots ation. Is it static? 
Does it always have the same bad meaning? Decidedly not, gt cause 
when one individual or a group of individuals are indulging in an act 
that is detrimental to the individual, the group, or the community, it 
is the moral obligation of the discerning one to , tae individual or 
individuals to their senses by exposing the acts to the full light of day. 

So the word “squealer’’ is ambiguous; bad when it aids malefactors; 
commendable when it aids benefactors. 

I have much respect for the good intentions of many of the members 
of the Communist Party and would not deliberate ‘ly try to harm any 
one of them intentionally, but they will have to face up to the reality 
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and decide for themselves in the full light of day if their acts are 
meritorious or not 

| have seen some 10 to 12 Communist Party organizers come and 
vo in a period of some 20 years in our locality. Every oe one left 
the place, the new organizer had to reorganize all over again. An 
integrate group was never developed. I do not believe it was desired. 
There was always a constant drive for raising money for one cause or 
another, always new orders from the higher-ups—a hurry blurry, no 
time to think 

\s for democratic centralism, it is in the books. You will find 
nowlhx re else 

What the members in our community were faced with was spending 
their money, using up their time, straining their relations with their 
families and friends, jeopardizing their jobs, antagonizing their com- 
munity, exaggerating every issue they could, and alleviating none. 

T he question each Communist Party member should ask himself is: 
When is he going to stand up and do his own thinking and not leave 
the leaders take advantage of their good intentions? 

Now, the question of allegiance: I like to think that most people 
are people of good will, who would like to lend their allegiance to what 
would be good for all; if not all, then for what is good for most of the 
peop rh What v: alidity is there in Marxism to hold one’s allegis ince? 

He says that capitalism is a progressive stereotyped syste m of fight- 
ing for markets, developing into imperialism, the workers’ position 


etting progressively worse, and that the workers in the more advanced 
countries would found the first Socialist state. 
What are the facts? The major capitalist countries have a fluid 


instead of a stereotyped system. They are growing less instead of 
more imperialistic by shed ling their colonies. The workers’ positions 
are getting progressively better in place of worse. The first Socialist 
state was not founded by workers in a most advanced country, but it 
was founded in a backward country by professional conspirators and 
not workers at all. 

On the capitalist side, the issues are not as clear, for there are many 
old cultural patterns vying for survival amidst the pressures of the 
20th century demands for jobs, job security, housing, schooling, and 
so forth 

Foree and violence is not the prerogative of the Communists alone, 
for in British Guiana and Guatemala, two regimes came into power by 
peaceful means, only to be stopped dead by force and violence. 

The question is: Where is the right to which we can lend our alle- 
ciance, with a degree of certainty that it will help most of the people? 

The Russians say—and many of the Western World agree, that 
atomic energy should be outlawed for war and developed for peaceful 
uses, that such action would solve our demands and tend toward 
bringing peace. 

The que stion is: Did the lack of atomic energy tend toward peace? 
The answer is ‘‘No.’ 

The stile to be solved is a problem that has plagued all civiliza- 
tions. It arises from the humble act of breeding beyond the immediate 
capacity to feed and educate, thus creating a backlog of demands, a 
media where demagogs can have a field day by not pointing to the 
cause of the backlog of demands, which is intemperate breeding, but 
preaching that the more industrious and better educated ones are re- 
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sponsible for their plight, that the better educated, improved position 
was the result of deceit and theft, eventually stampeding the supposed 
oppressed into the reckless use of force and violence with the weapons 
of the day, be they pickax or atomic bombs. 

The fear of the better educated in the backward areas of the world 
is a real tangible fear that has been too long played down. The dema- 
gog, Mussolini, found out what it was to ride the backs of a misguided 
people. When he was thrown off, he was mauled, but good. 

Hitler created and rode a plundering creature, which had to be 
finally killed, taking the master along. Many of the demagogs of 
Russia know what it is to slip off the back of the creature they have 
created, never to ride again Beria being one of the latest—and the 
perch is not altogether safe for those who are still riding 

The fear engendered by the demagogs of Marx is no figment of the 
imagination either. Society will find peace when it learns to breed 
within the immediate capacity to feed, shelter, keep occupied, and 
educate. 

How much has the 20th century caught up with us? If we would 
do away with social security, |: ibor unions, subsidies to sauan govern- 
ments, to our farmers, airlines, housing, flood control, atomic energy 
and so forth, our country would fall apart like a house built from a 
deck of cards. They are nearly all 20th century innovations. The 
backbone is tax money, collective or social money, not individual or 
private money. This country is more Socialist than many will admit. 
The Republican and Democratic Parties are conservative and pro- 
gressive Socialist parties. If they don’t believe it let them try to get 
along without collective money. Weare not Marxists, to be sure, but, 
nevertheless, Socialists. 

That’s it. 

Senator Munpr. Very good. 

At the request of Mr. Russiano, he said that he would like to have 
that statement made public. The committee was impressed that this 
was something which would be pretty useful, to help people who might 
be confused, ‘and it wouldn’t be bad reading for some corporation 
presidents and stockholders and directors, who are thinking of a man 
who has admittedly been in the Communist Party and fought on the 
Communist side in the war with Spain, who, when he was brought 
before this committee, faced the dilemma as to whether he should talk 
or get an attorney and cringe behind the fifth amendment. 

So he told us, in executive session, he was advised by some man he 
believed to be a Communist, in Orefield, I guess, or Bethlehem- 

Mr. Russrano. Bethlehem. 

Senator Munpr. To come down here and get an attorney and clam 
up, that that was the proper thing to do, otherwise he would be in a 
peck of trouble. 

And he doesn’t seem to be much like a clam. He doesn’t clam up 
very fast. He thought it over and said he would rather ride it out 
and asked permission to read his statement, because, he said, he might 
get confused if he had to answer. We are having enough copies made 
or mimeographed to distribute to the press because this is a bit unu- 
sual in the nature of testimony, and we believe that the press can 
render a real service by carrying liberal extracts of this statement for 
the information of the public, because it is something that is different. 
I wish a good many papers would publish it in full, because I think it 
would give serious food for thought to a lot of people who might read it. 
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Mr. Russiano has told us that he has been interviewed by the FBI 
and by immigration and naturalization authorities, that he has talked 
to them frankly and freely, and that in the future he will talk frankly 
and freely about those things that he knows, if officials of the Govern- 
ment representing the FBI or the Immigration and Naturalization 
Service or investigators from committees talk to him about matters 
of which he has personal knowledge. 

In view of that fact, our committee has decided that we are not 
going to recommend that he be dismissed, we are not going to recom- 
mend to Charlie Wilson that he follow through on this, we are not 
roing to make any recommendations to Bethlehem Steel, because he 
seems to be a forthright witness, of considerable ability who, on the 
basis of his testimony today, appears to be a young man who is deter- 
mined to do as much as he can for a proper way of life, under our 
American system, for business and its employees as well, and he assures 
us that he has joined up with the Communist Party for the last time 
ind doesn’t think he could be induced again. 

Is that a fair summation of what you have told us, Mr. Russiano? 

Mr. Russtano. Yes, sir; very much so. 

Senator Munprt. Is there anything else you want to say? 

Mr. Russiano. Outside of the fact that I have read an account on 
the way down, that the Communists picked out Bethlehem, of all the 
country, they picked out Bethlehem as a center of concentration. 
I know that area pretty good, and if that is the best the Communists 
can do, nobody has anything to be afraid of because you are fighting 
with fleas, not tigers or lions. 

Senator Munprt. I think it would also be interesting to have in the 
record your evaluation or conjecture or analysis of why certain em- 
plovees, certain of these ‘‘fleas’”’ as you call them 

Mr. Russtano. That is right. 

Senator Munpt. Who are presently under great suspicion of being 
Communists, because of the sworn testimony against them, instead 
of coming forward and admitting the error of their ways, or standing 
up courageously and saying “I am a Communist and I’ve got a right 
to be, and I so admit,’ why they seek to cringe behind the fifth 
amendment. 

Would you care to tell us again what you told us earlier is your 
reason for thinking why they do that? 

Mr. Russriano. I think they are coached into it, and it seems to me 
that the party wants no fraternization between—how would you say 
it, opposing factions—and they feel that they are doing—it is the 
safest thing to do. 

Senator Munpr. You feel that a Communist coach or adviser or 
disciplinary officer or something gets in touch with them—as somebody 
apparently did with you—and tells them “Clam up” and with them 
it is successful, whereas you decided to speak your piece in your own 
way: 

Mr. Russrtano. That is right. I think that at heart most of them 
are good guys. In fact, from all indications, I know the guys are 
average workingmen, who pay their way, earn their living legitimately, 
but they are hopped up a little bit. 

Senator Munpr. Have you got any suggestions as to how we can 
un-hop them? 





SUBVERSION AND ESPIONAGE IN DEFENSE ESTABLISHMENTS 253 


Mr. Russ1ano. Publish this account and I think a lot of them—if 
you don’t abuse them too much I think a lot of them will come back 
to their senses. 

Senator Munpr. That is what we are going todo. We are going to 
follow that advice and hope that it will have some effect. 

Has anybody any questions? 

Senator Porrer. No. 

Senator Munpr. Mr. Juliana. 

Mr. Junrana. Did you prepare this statement by yourself? 

Mr. Russ1ano. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Junrana. No one coached you in preparing this statement? 

Mr. Russrano. Absolutely not. 

Mr. Jutrana. Would you be willing, in the future, to identify 
people known to you to be members of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Russiano. Absolutely, and I will also contribute to their—if 
they should—put it this way: As long as we have a Constitution in 
this country, we have the fifth amendment, we can expect some guys 
to use it. And how would I say—if they use it and the y are still a 
good guy, I think we can consider the fact that they are good guys, 
you know. 

Mr. Juniana. Let me ask you if you know an Irving Riskin, 
R-i-s-k-i-n? 

Mr. Russrano. Yes, sir; 1 know him well. 

Mr. Juuiana. Is he a member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Russiano. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Juuiana. Who paid your way to Spain when you went over 
there to fight for the Communist forces? 

Mr. Russtano. Well, they lumped their money together. I put 
$90}into it. That is what Thad. I presume the Communist Party, 
Ifpresume. I didn’t see the actual money handed over. We were 
given the tickets. 

Mr. Jutiana. Who was the man in charge of your group over there? 

Mr. Russ1ano. Over in Spain? 

Mr. Juana. Yes. 

Mr. Russtano. Well, Milton Wolff was our leader. 

Mr. Juana. Milton Wolff? 

Mr. RusstAno. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Jutiana. Is he a member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Russiano. I presume; I ain’t sure about that. He is a leader. 

Mr. Juuiana. Is he the head of the Veterans of the Abraham 
Lincoln Brigade? 

Mr. Russiano. That is right. 

Mr. Juniana. For the record, I would like to state that that 
organization has been declared by the Attorney General as a Com- 
munist organization. 

Mr. Russiano. That is right. 

Mr. Jutiana. Have you ever been active in the Veterans of the 
Abraham Lincoln Brigade since you returned from Spain? 

Mr. Russ1ano. I attended a couple of their meetings, I guess, way 
back, but I would say some 4 or 5 years before I was kicked out of the 
party, before the Korean affair, I never had nothing to do with them. 
They sent me literature constantly. I never answered them. 

Mr. Juniana. Are you a me mber of the Communist Party today? 

Mr. Ru SSIANO. No, sir. 
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Mr. Juttana. When did you get out? 

Mr. Russ1ano. Some time before the Korean affair, when I was 
kicked out 

Mr. Junrana. Why were you kicked out? 

Mir. Russtano. I didn’t get along with the leader in advance, and 


l was agitating agama his, you know, dismissal, evaluation of his 
condition, his work there, and they kicked me out. 

Mr. JuLiana Give us the name of that leader that you were 

Mr. Russtano. Bill Hood 

Mr. Junrana. William Hood? 

Mr. Russrano. That is right 

Mr. Junrana. He was section organizer of the Lehigh Valley sec- 
tion? 

\Ir. Russtano. I would Say that: ves 

Mr. Juntrana. Did you contribute money to the Rosenberg fund? 

\Ir. Russtano. $10, under the impression that the Rosenbergs, | 
mean, | was given an article stating that the Rosenbergs were tried 
for an attempted espionage and nothing else. I thought that was 
unjust gut I found out since, right here, that they were tried for 
esplonage, and not attempted espionage 

Mr. Junrana. Had vou known that they were convicted of es- 
pionage, would you have contributed the $16? 

Mr. Russtano. Absolutely not. 

Senator Munpr. One other question: I asked you earlier in execu- 
tive session, and you gave us an answer. Should the present-day 
members of the Communist Party be working in the defense plants 
of America, which are preparing the weapons which are essential to 
defend ourselves in this period of imperialistic Communist ree! 

Mr. Russtano. Well, I don’t think they should; no. I don’t see 
why in the world—they have to face up to the facts, if they are going 
to be in the defense plants, and still feel that they are supporting the 
other side. It is a very 

Senator Porrmr. They have got to be on one side or the other. 

Mr. Russrano. That is right. Either that, or if you are on the 
fence, you ought to be out of the vital positions. If you are on the 
fence, you have got to be out. 

Senator Munpr. Thank you, Mr. Russiano. And you are dis- 
missed 

Mr. Kennepy. I just thought it might be of interest to learn how 
you happened to join up to fight in Spain. How did you first get in? 

Mr. Russtano. Quite a few Americans thought that the Loyal 
Government should be maintained over there in Spain, and J still 

Mr. Kennepy. Go ahead. 

Mr. Russtano. I still 

Senator Munpr. Did you volunteer or were you recruited by some- 
body? 

Mr. Russtano. No; I volunteered. I read something, and I am 
impressed by what I read. I figure I like to go along with a good 
cause. I still think that that was a good cause. 

Senator Munpr. You had better be careful what you read in the 
future. 

Mr. Russtano. Well, I think a person grows. They are not static, 
you know. Maybe you grow badly. Then you should be clipped, 
if you are. 
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Mr. Kennepy. Did you have all-American officers or were they 
Spanish officers? 

Mr. Russtano. We were a mixed group. Yes, there were Spanish 
fellows there. 

Mr. KeENNEpy. Spanish officers as well? 

Mr. Russtano. Spanish and American, that is right 

Mr. Kennepy. How many of you went over on the boat that you 
went over on? 

Mr. Russtano. About 5, I assume—not much more than that 
4 or 5, something like that, in the group. 

Mr. Kennepy. The Communist Party put up the money to pay 
your transportation, you assume? 

Mr. Russtano. I assume. Like I say, we were given the tickets 
I don’t know. 

Mr. Kennepy. How did you sign up? Was there a recruiting 
sergeant down the street that 

Mr. Russtano. No. I say that this Frank Ernst, he made the 
contact. I went to New York, and they approached you and said 
“How much money can you contribute towards this here trip?” 
I figured 90 bucks. So I went. If I had to do it over again; maybe 
I would give 10 bucks. Then I would have some money to spend. 

Senator Munpr. Did you apply for your own passport or did 
Mr. Ernst do that, arrange it? 

Mr. Russtano. Some fellow in New York, a fellow by the name 
of “Jack” over there—I wouldn’t know. Ernst made the arrange- 
ments to go to New York. 

Senator Munpr. He applied for the passports for you? 

Mr. Russtano. This Jack, whoever it was, yes. 

Senator Munpt. Applied for the passports? 

Mr. Russiano. That is right—I assume. We were given a pass- 
port, given a little mouth organ, and a little tinky thin—it was all 
uniform, anybody could see that, you know. 

Mr. Kennepy. You were in uniform? 

Mr. Russtano. No, the packages were uniform, the mouth organ 
and a few knickknacks and things like that. 

Mr. Kennepy. Did you go over in a passenger ship, a freight 
vessel, or what? 

Mr. Russtano. I think it was a freight vessel. 

Mr. Kennepy. When did you land in Spain? 

Mr. Russtano. We were about a week or so on some confederation, 
or something like that, in Paris, and then it must have been August 
it must have been September, the early part of September, some part 
of September, we walked over the Py renees. 

Mr. KENNEDY. 1937? 

Mr. Russtano. 1937, that is right. 

Mr. Kennepy. How late did you stay over there? How long did 
you stay? 

Mr. Russtano. We came back in December 1938, I think the 24th. 

Mr. Kennepy. Who brought you back to the States? 

Mr. Russtano. It was the League of Nations withdrew us, withdrew 
all the participants that weren’t Spanish. 

Mr. Juutiana. Were there any Russian officers in Spain? 

Mr. Russtana. I seen some there, yes, but not participating; 
probably advisers. I seen this Fuchs from the United States there, 
General Fuchs. 
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Mr. Jun1rAna. There were Russian officers there as advisers? 

Mr. Russrano. | presume that is what they were doing, yes, sir. 

Mr. Junrana. Thank you. 

Senator Munpt. Thank you, Mr. Russiano. I hope when you go 
back to the Bethlehem Steel Co. and the laborers that you know talk 
with you, that you tell them of your experience up here and that you 
do what you can to counteract the people who are coaching the 
witnesses who have been coming down, so that there may be others 
that will follow your courageous example. 

Mr. Russiano. I think this will encourage others to do likewise. 

Senator Munpr. You are excused. 

Mr. Russ1ano. Is that all? 

Senator Munpr. Yes. 

Mr. Russ1ano. Thank you. 

Senator Munpt. Mr. Thomas. 

To Mr. Russiano) You may go or sit in the room, if you choose. 

Mr. Russiano. I want to get back. By the way, who’s going to 
pay my fare down? 

Senator Munpr. The young lady right over there. 


TESTIMONY OF HERMAN E, THOMAS—Resumed 


Senator Munpt. Mr. Thomas, you have already been sworn. I 
won't swear you again. You will continue under oath. 

Mr. Juttana. Mr. Thomas, while a member of the Communist 
Party in the Lehigh Valley area, did you know a man by the name of 
Maurice Slater? 

Mr. Tuomas. Maurice Slater, yes; I did. 

Mr. Junrana. Where did Mr. Slater reside? 

Mr. Tuomas. In Phillipsburg, N. J. 

Mr. JutrAana. Do you know where he was employed? 

Mr. Tuomas. Ingersoll-Rand, at Phillipsburg, N. J. 

Mr. Juniana. Ingersoll-Rand Co. in Phillipsburg, N. J.; is that 
correct? 

Mr. Tuomas. That is correct. 

Mr. JuntianAa. Do you know the position he held there? 

Mr. Tuomas. In the plant? 

Mr. Junrana. Yes. 

Mr. THoomas. No, I don’t. 

Mr. Junrana. Was Mr. Slater a member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Tuomas. Yes, sir; he was. 

Mr. JutiAna. When was the last time you knew him to be a member 
of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Tuomas. I think it was the latter part of 1953 or the early part 
of 1954, when I visited him with Jack, who later became known to me 
as William Powers, when we collected money from Maurice Slater. 

Mr. Juttana Who was William Powers? 

Mr. Tuomas. William Powers was the section organizer of the 
Lehigh Valley section of the Communist Party replacing William 
Hood. 

Senator Munpr. Did you hear the testimony of Mr. Russiano? 

Mr. Tuomas. Just a part of it. I thought it was wonderful. 

Senator Munpr. He mentioned Jack several times. Did that 
appear to be the same man you refer to as Jack? 
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Mr. Russtano. That is correct. 

Senator Munprt. Jack is the name by which William Powers was 
formerly known? 

Mr. Tuomas. That is right. No one knew his last name until the 
trials in Philadelphia. 

Senator Munpr. In other words, it is the practice of the Communist 
Party to give a man a cover name, and his name was ‘“‘Jack’’? 

Mr. Tuomas. That is right. 

Mr. Juniana. Did Mr. Slater contribute moneys to the defense 
fund for the Philadelphia Smith Act defendants? 

Mr. Tuomas. That is right; yes, sir, he did. 

Mr. Junt1ana. Did he give that money to you personally? 

Mr. Tuomas. He gave it to Jack, in my company 

Mr. Junrana. Did Mr. Slater ever hold any positions, other than a 
rank and file member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. THomas. Maurice Slater was only a rank and file member of the 
Communist Party. 

Mr. Junttana. To your knowledge? 

Mr. Tuomas. To my knowledge; yes, sir. He did attend a few 
Communist Party conventions as a delegate from his club, because at 
one time he was the business agent of the UE, the UE union at 
Ingersoll-Rand. 

Mr. Juniana. That is the United Electrical, Radio and Machine 
Workers of America? 

Mr. Tuomas. Independent—that is correct. 

Mr. Juurana. Independent; yes, sir. They are the only questions 
I have, sir. 

Senator Porrer. I have no questions 

Mr. Kennepy. Mr. Slater was with the UE; was he not? He had 
an office with the UE? He was an officer? 

Mr. Tuomas. He was a business agent of the UE local that took in 
the Ingersoll Rand plant. 

Mr. Kennepy. And do you know how he was selected for that 
particular position? 

Mr. Tuomas. He was elected by the membership of the local. He 
was elected. It is an elective position. 

Mr. Kennepy. Did you ever have anything to do with the UE 
yourself? 

Mr. Tuomas. Indirectly. In 1946, right after the steel strike, I 
was approached by Ernest Moyer, who was UE representative at that 
time, and he told me that there was a vacancy for a UE organizer’s 
job, and another member of the party had recommended me for that 
job 

Mr. Kennepy. Another member of what? The Communist Party? 

Mr. Tuomas. The Communist Party. 

Mr. Kennepy. Who had this discussion with you? Could I have 
that name again? 

Mr. Tuomas. Ernest Moyer. And I filled out an application, and 
it was discussed at a section committee meeting of the Communist 
Party, whether I should accept this job or not, and then it was decided 
that I should accept it. And then James Matles from the UE union 
was in Philadelphia, and he conferred with the district organizer of the 
Communist Party, Bill Bart, and Joseph Kuzma, who was the labor 
secretary of the Communist Party at that time. And after their 
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conversation, it was decided that I was more important in steel than 
to become organizer for the UE. 

Mr. Kennepy. It was the Communist Party officials that made this 
decision, on whether you would work with the UE or stay in steel? 

Mr. Tuomas. That is correct. 

Mr. Kennepy. At the time you were in the Communist Party with 
the FBI 

Mr. Tuomas. That is right. 

Mr. Kennepy. You were subject to the Communist Party disci- 
pline? 

Mr. THomas. Oh, yes. 

Mr. Kennepy. And therefore I presume there are other cases 
similar to yours, that took their orders on where to work, from the 
Communist Party? 

Mr. Thomas. That is correct. 

Mr. Kennepy. And the Communist Party made the decision that 
you were more important in steel at that time? 

Mr. Tuomas. That is correct. 

Mr. Kennepy. Now, you spoke of Joseph Kuzma. 

Mr. THomas. Kuzma. 

Mir. Kennepy. And he was one of the ones that made that decision? 

Mr. Tuomas. That is right 

Mr. Kennepy. What was his position in the Communist Party? 

Mr. Tuomas. He was the labor secretary of the Communist Party 
of eastern Pennsylvania and Delaware. He is one of the men that 
has been indicted in the Smith Act trials in Philadelphia, this last trial. 

Mr. Kunnepy. Then, did Maurice Slater take this position because 
you did not? 

Mr. Tuomas. No. Maurice Slater was just business agent of the 
local at Ingersoll-Rand. The UE also had organizers that were 
appointed by UE to work in different plants, where they were trying 
to organize the union. 

Senator Munoprt. All right then, we will call Mr. Slater. You may 
step down again, Mr. ‘Thomas. 

Mr. Maurice Slater. 

Will you raise your right hand and be sworn? 

Do you solemnly swear the testimony you are about to give will be 
the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

Mr. Statrer. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF MAURICE SLATER, PHILLIPSBURG, N, J., ACCOM- 
PANIED BY HIS COUNSEL, BASIL POLLITT, NEW YORK, N. Y. 


Senator Munpr. Will you identify your attorney? 

Mr. Statrer. Mr. Basil Pollitt. 

Senator Munpr. And his firm name and address? 

Mr. Pouurrr. David Scribner and Basil Pollitt, 11 East 51st Street, 
New York City. Might we have no taking of pictures during the 
testimony? 

Senator Munpr. Shoot your pictures now. Have you got your 
pictures all shot? 

QO. K. Your name is Mr. Maurice Slater, M-a-u-r-i-c-e S-l-a-t-e-r; 
is that right? 

Mr. Siarer. That is right. 
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Senator —— And your — nt address is where 

Mr. Suater. 13 Davis Street, Phillipsburg, N. J. 

Senator eet Where are you presently employed? 

Mr. Starter. Ingersoll-Rand Co., Phillipsburg, N. J. 

Senator Munpt. You were born in the United States? 

Mr. Suater. Yes, sir; in Garwood, N. J. 

Senator Munpr. What date? 

Mr. Suater. March 1, 1911. 

Senator Munpr. You were educated in the public schools of New 
Jersey? 

Mr. Suarer. Of Phillipsburg. 

Senator Munpr. To what extent? 

Mr. Stater. Graduate of high school. 

Senator Munpr. Any education beyond that, Mr. Slater? 

Mr. Statrer. No education. 

Senator Munpt. Would you give us a quick rundown of your 
employment record after graduation from high school? 

Mr. Starer. I graduated from high school in 1930. I had only 
sporadic part-time employment until 1933. I worked in the Hotel 
Terminal in Easton, Pa., as a bellhop, for 6 months, and then went 
to work for Ingersoll-Rand Co., in January of 1934. 

Senator Munpr. Do you know Mr. Herman Thomas? 

Mr. Suater. I refuse to answer that and take witness against myself, 
under the fifth amendment. 

Senator Munpt. Did you serve as business agent for Ingersoll- 
Rand’s branch of the UE? 

Mr. Suater. Yes, I did. 

Senator Munpr. In 1945? 

Mr. Suater. Yes, I did. 

Senator Munpr. Until approximately 1953? 

Mr. Starter. Until December of 1952, and then I didn’t run for 
office. 

Senator Munpr. All right, Mr. Juliana. 

Mr. Juniana. Mr. Slater, are you now or have you ever been a 
member of the Communist Party? 

(The witness confers with his counsel. 

Mr. Siater. I refuse to answer and to take witness against myself, 
under the fifth amendment. 

Mr. JuLiana. Have you ever collected dues from other Communists, 
for the Communist Party? 

Mr. Siuarer. I refuse to answer and to take witness against myself, 
under the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Juutiana. Have you ever contributed moneys to the Commu- 
nist Party for the defense of the Philadelphia Smith Act defendants? 

Mr. Stater. | refuse to answer and to take witness against myself, 
under the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Jutrana. Do you know a man by the name of William Powers? 

Mr. Siater. It doesn’t strike a bell at all. 

Mr. Jutrana. Did you know a man by the name of Jack, a section 
organizer for the Communist Party in the Lehigh Valley area of 
Pennsylvania? 

(The witness confers with his counsel.) 

Mr. Stater. | refuse to answer and to take witness against myself, 
under the fifth amendment. 
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Mr. Juttana, Are you, as of today, a member of the Communist 
Party? 

Mr. Stater. I refuse to answer, and to take witness against myself, 
under the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Jutrana. Have you ever furnished information to any mem- 
bers of the Communist Party concerning the internal conditions at 
Ingersoll-Rand, the company for whom you work? 

(The witness confers with his counsel.) 

Mr. Starter. Would you mind repeating the question, please? 

Senator Munpr. The reporter will read the question. 

The record was read by the reporter.) 

Mr. Sitater. I refuse to answer and take witness against myself, 
under the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Juntrana. Do you know a man by the name of William Hood? 

Mr. Starter. I refuse to answer and take witness against myself, 
under the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Jutrana. Do you know a man by the name of Joe Kuzma, 
K-u-z-m-a ? 

Mr. Sutarer. | refuse to answer and take witness against myself, 
under the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Jutrana. Do vou know a man by the name of James W. 
Lustig, L-u-s-t-i-¢? 

The witness confers with his counsel.) 

Mr. Starter. Yes; I know Lustig. 

Mr. Juttana. When you were serving as business agent for the 
Ingersoll-Rand local of UE, were you a member of the Communist 
Party? 

Mr. Stater. | refuse to answer and take witness against myself, 
under the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Jutirawa. That is all. 

Senator Munpr. Are you aware of whether or not the Phillipsburg 
plant of Ingersoll-Rand Co. is presently engaged in manufacturing 
defense supplies for the United States Government? 

Mr. Starter. Do you mean—I don’t quite understand that question. 

Senator Munpr. Are you aware of whether or not the Phillipsburg 
plant-——that is where you work, right? 

Mr. Starer. That is right. 

Senator Munpr. Of Ingersoll-Rand Co. currently has contracts 
with the Federal Government where they manufacture defense 
supplies? 

Mr. Starer. I think they have; yes. 

Senator Munpt. You think they have. We have a letter from 
Ingersoll-Rand Co. saying that they have got contracts with the 
United States Navy and the United States Air Force, Army Engi- 
neers Corps, United States Coast Guard, Atomic Energy Commission 
and TVA. So you are correct on that. 

Senator Potter? 

Senator Porrer. Mr. Slater, after Mr. Thomas testified before the 
Internal Security Subcommittee, and at that time stated that you were 
a member of the Communist Party, did you publicly denounce or 
deny that you were a member of the Communist Party? 

(The witness confers with his counsel.) 

Mr. Starter. No; I never did. 
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Senator Porrer. You never publicly commented on Mr. Thomas’ 
statement? 

Mr. Suater. No. 

Senator Porrer. Did you serve in the Armed Forces? 

Mr. Starter. No; I didn’t. 

Senator Munpt. Did you appear before the Internal Security 
Committee of the United States Senate last October? 

Mr. Stater. No; I didn’t. 

Senator Munpr. In your capacity with the Ingersoll-Rand Co., the 
description of your job is what? 

Mr. Stater. Inspector leader. 

Senator Munpr. Inspector leader? 

Mr. Suater. Yes. 

Se nator Munpt. A leader of a team of inspectors, is that what that 
means? 

Mr. Suater. In a sense it would be assistant foreman, if you want 
to put it that way. 

Senator Munpr. Let me just ask you this final question, Mr. 
Slater: 

You may or may not have heard the Chair say this before, but we are 
not concerned about the good Americans earning a livelihood “for 
themselves and their families; we are concerned about keeping out of 
employment in defense plants those about whom there has been raised 
serious doubt as to whether or not they are good security risks. 

In your case, we have sworn testimony from a witness whose integ- 
rity we have checked very carefully, to the effect that you have been, 
or are now, a member of the Communist Party. 

If you let the record stand, that you take refuge in the fifth amend- 
ment, which is your constitutional privilege, it would be a recom- 
mendation of this committee that this record be forwarded to Ingersoll- 
Rand with the same recommendation we give in all such cases, that 
they dismiss any employees who take that refuge, because in this era 
of a cold war against communism, we can’t afford to take unnecessar y 
chances. So I would like to afford you the same privilege we have 
given others. Some three of them have taken advantage of it; the 
rest have not. 

If you publicly care now to deny that you are a member of the 
Communist Party, the Chair would like to give you that opportunity, 
and so I will now ask you whether you care to avail yourself of this 
opportunity under oath, to deny that you are presently a member of 
the Communist Party? 

(The witness confers with his counsel.) 

Mr. Suater. No. 

Senator Munpr. You would not. 

Mr. Juliana, I suggest that you write a letter to the Secretary of De- 
fense, Charles Wilson, calling attention to the defense contract 
Ingersoll-Rand has, and sending him a copy of the testimony of 
Mr. Slater and suggesting to Ingersoll-Rand that they take steps to 
remove him from its payroll, and that in lieu thereof we discontinue 
granting any more defense contracts of any type to Ingersoll-Rand, 
because we have here not only somebody who observes the classified 
material, but we have here an inspector whose faulty inspection could 
bring death to hundreds or perhaps thousands of good American 
soldiers if defective armaments are placed in their hands in case of 
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war, or even in case of practice preparing themselves for the possi- 
bility of war 

| suggest that you send Ingersoll-Rand a copy of the hearings, 
together with a copy of our letter to Mr. Wilson, and ask them for 
an early reply, as all other letters are sent, registered mail, return 

‘e1pt requested. 

Mr. Jutiana. Mr. Chairman, I have a couple of questions. 

Mr. Slater, in 1947, were you business manager for local 451? 

Mr. Stater. Yes. No—wait a minute. 

In 1947? Yes, 1947. 

Mr. Juntana. Mr. McElroy, one of our assistants, will show you 
page 9 of the Worker, which is the Sunday edition of the Daily Worker, 
dated May 25, 1947. 

In the third column the name appears Maurice K. Slater, business 
manager, local 451, Phillipsburg, N. J. Is that your name as it 
appears? 

Mr. Stater. How should I know? 

Mr. Juntana. Mr. Chairman, for the record I will read, that this 
is an article entitled “550 Union Officials Assail Red Hunt,” and then 
the caption is: 

550 CIO and A. F. of L. union officials warned last week that the House Un- 
\merieans are spearheading a drive on big business against labor “in the name of 
hunting Communists.’”’ The warning was contained in the statement released by 
the Civil Rights Congress. 

1 would like to add that the Civil Rights Congress has been cited 
by the Attorney General as a Communist organization. The article 
goes on to list the names of the signers, and the name of Maurice K. 
Slater, business manager of local 451. 

Senator Munpt. Suppose we ask him the simple question: Did you 
sign that paper, Mr. Slater? 

(The witness confers with his counsel.) 

Mr. Stater. I refuse to answer and take witness against myself, 
under the fifth amendment. 

Senator Munptr. Mr Kennedy? 

Mr. Kennepy. Have you ever taken any orders from the Com- 
munist Party? 

(The witness confers with his counsel.) 

Mr. Suater. I refuse to answer and take witness against myself, 
under the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Kennepy. Were you ordered by the Communist Party to run 
as the UE—for the position of business agent in 1945, at the Ingersoll- 
Rand plants? 

Mr. Suater. I refuse to answer and take witness against myself, 
under the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Kennepy. If the Communist Party in the future ordered 
you—gave you orders—would you follow out their orders? 

(The witness confers with his counsel.) 

Mr. Suiater. This is a pretty hypothetical question, and I will say 
“TO” 

Mr. Kennepy. Have you ever refused to carry out an order of the 
Communist Party in the past? 

(The witness confers with his counsel.) 

Mr. Stater. I refuse to answer or take witness against myself 
under the fifth amendment. 

Senator Munpt. The witness is dismissed. 





SUBVERSION AND ESPIONAGE IN DEFENSE ESTABLISHMENTS 263 


Mr. Juxiana. There is just one statement I would like to make, 
that we have other documents ition that we would like to make a part 
of the public record in printed form. 

Senator Munpt. That may be inserted. 

(The material referred to follows:) 

Excerpt from letter dated December 2, 1954, to Hon. Joseph R. McCarthy, 
chairman, Senate Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations, United States 


Senate, Washington, D. C., from Mr. E. H. Webster, general manager, Luria 
Engineering Co., Bethlehem, Pa.: 


“Contract No Military department Type of product Value 
AF 33(602)3728 Air Force ‘ Maintainence shelters $1, 000, 350. 45 
AF 33(602)4735 do Maintenance platform 2, 358, 870. 00 
AF 33(602)5033 do Maintenance docks 1, 423, 708. 00 
AF 33(602)5494_. _do 5 do 147. 028. 00 
AF 33(602)5552 do do : 504, 370. 00 
AF 33(602)5551 do do 9. 648. 140. 00 
N 160-249s 16106 Navy Maintenance hangars 522, 324. 00 


‘All of the above products are either portable shelters, pe ss unent hangars, or 
access platforms which are used to house aircraft and provide shelter or access for 
maintenance and repair work on various types of aircraft, thereby directly con- 
tributing to the defense effort.” 


a * * x x x x 
Excerpt from letter dated December 3, 1954, to Hon. Joseph R. McCarthy, 
chairman, Senate Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations, United States 


Senate, Washington, D. C., from Mr. Alvin A. Shumann, president, Lehigh 
Foundries, Inc., Easton, Pa.: 

“In connection with the dollar value of our sales to the United States Govern- 
ment, we have the following information for you: 


**1950- None 
1951 $148, 324. 97 
1952 8, 137, 232. 76 
1953. 13, 528, 971. 96 
1954 6, 313, 945. 05 


‘The vears referred to above are our fiscal years which begin on October 1 and 
end on September 30. In connection with the sales for the fiscal vear 1954 
amounting to $6,313,945.05 the billings on classified contracts total $200,427.2 
and on unclassified contracts $6,113,517.84. 

“For your further information, the classified contracts were classified either 
as restricted or confidential, and none of them carry a higher classification than 
confidential. All of these sales to the Government cover ammunition items only, 
and while many of the classified contracts were for research and development 
work about which we know very little about the objective, it is our feeling that 
in general the objective of the procurement by the Government was for the use of 
our troops in either offensive or defensive warfare.” 

* * * * * . * 

Letters from Bethlehem Steel Co. and Ingersol-Rand Co. have been made a part 
of the confidential records of the subcommittee. 


Senator Munpt. The Chair will turn the chair over to Senator 
Potter now. I have an appointment. 

Senator Porrer (presiding). Mr. Middleton. 

Will you raise your right hand and be sworn? 

Do you swear the testimony you are about to give will be the truth, 
the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 


Mr. MIDDLETON. I do. 
TESTIMONY OF RUFUS E. MIDDLETON, BETHLEHEM, PA. 


Senator Porrpr. You may be seated. Will you identify yourself 
for the record, Mr. Middleton? Give your full name. 
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Mr. Mippuetron. Rufus E. Middleton. 

Senator Porrer. And your address? 

Mr. Mippieton. 24 Mechanic Street, Bethlehem, Pa. 

Senator Porrer. Where are you employed? 

Mr. Mrppteron. Where was I born? 

Senator Porrer. Where are you employed? 

Mr. Mipp.ieton. Bethlehem Steel. 

Senator Porrrr. When and where were you born, Mr. Middleton? 

Mr. Mippieton. State of Georgia. 

Senator Porrer. Pardon me? 

Mr. Mipp.ieton. In the State of Georgia. 

Senator Porrer. The State of Georgia. What year? 

Mr. Mippieton. 1891, the 25th day of March. 

Senator Porrer. Would you briefly give the committee a_ brief 
résumé of your educational background? 

Mr. Mippteron. Eighth grade. 

Senator Porrer. And if you can, also give a brief history of your 
employment background. 

Mr. Mipp.eron. Well, I worked on a farm, and for the Bethlehem 
Steel, and I worked for a hotel before I come to Bethlehem Steel. 

Senator Porrer. You worked for a hotel prior to employment with 
Bethlehem Steel? 

Mr. Mipp.eton. 12 years for the hotel. 

Senator Porrer. When did you first gain employment with the 
Bethlehem Steel? 

Mr. Mipp.ieron. In May. I can’t say whether it was the 10th or 
11th, along the first of May in 1944. 

Senator Porrer. In 1944? 

Mr. Mippieron. Yes. 

Senator Porrer. Mr. Middleton, are you now a member of the 
Communist Party? 

Mr. Mrppieton. No; I am not. 

Senator Porrer. Have you ever been a member of the Communist 
Party? 

Mr. Mripp.eron. Yes, I have been a member. 

Senator Porrer. When did you become a member of the party? 

Mr. Mrppieton. In 1946, as near as I can remember. 

Mr. Porrer. And how did you happen to join the Communist 
Party? 

Mr. Mippieron. We were on a strike, Mr. Herman Thomas took 
us up to the Hungarian Workers Hall and said there was going to be 
a lady up there was going to show some pictures, or something like 
that. 

Senator Porrer. Do you recall the name of the lady? 

Mr. Mrippieron. I can recall her name, Gerhart, or something 
like that. I know it was a lady. I wouldn’t say I know exactly her 
name, know the lady’s name, but I can’t think of the name, but I 
know she was there. 

Senator Porrer. It wasn’t Elizabeth Flynn? 

Mr. Mipp.eron. Pardon me, it’s not you putting words in my 
mouth for what me to say, but that name, my recollection is Elizabeth, 
that’s the lady. 

Mr. Juntana. Elizabeth Gurley Flynn? 

Mr. MippteTon. Gurley Flynn? Elizabeth Flynn—her name is 
Flynn. 
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Mr. Jutrana. Was it Mother Ella Reeve Bloor? 

Mr. Mippietron. No; it was not Mother Bloor, it was Flynn. 
That’s the lady. 

Senator Porrer. Mr. Middleton, how long did you remain a 
member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Mrippueton. I stayed in the Communist Party—it was either 
51 or 50. I don’t remember the direct date when I came out, but it 
didn’t seem like to me—I didn’t agree with them on a lot of things, 
and they didn’t agree with me so well, and they didn’t like much the 
way I would talk when we come out from the meetings, and I would 
ask them about some things. They didn’t care to agree with me on 
some things. I said, “I’m getting along all right—why should I 
bother with something like that?’’ I said, “I don’t like it.” They 
said, ‘‘You’re crazy. You don’t know what you’re doing. That 
fellow down in Washington will kick you around.” 

I said, ‘‘Well, I haven’t been kicked yet. Nobody bothered me. 
Nobody’s hurting me. As long as you want to do right, I say vou 
get along all right.” 

Senator Porrer. Mr. Juliana? 

Mr. Juntana. Mr. Middleton, did you know William Hood as a 
member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Mippueton. I do. 

Mr. Juuiana. You have been in the hearing room for the last day 
or two while other witnesses have testified in public session; is that 
correct? 

Mr. Mippieron. Correct. 

Mr. Juniana. Did you know Joseph Picucci, P-i-c-u-c-c-i, as a 
member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Mrppueron. I do. 

Mr. Juttana. How do you know he is a member of the Communist 
Party? 

Mr. Mippueton. I know Picucci is a member of the Communist 
Party. We had 3 meetings at his house; 2 in the house and 1 in the 
alley by his garage. Picucci, Bill Hood, Babirak and Rufus Middleton 
were there to a meeting. The next meeting, Piccuci, Bill Hood, 
Warren Perry, Rufus Middleton were at that meeting. 

Rufus Middleton, Charlie Erney, Picucci, and Bill Hood were at 
the last meeting. 

Mr. Juniana. These were Communist Party meetings? 

Mr. Mippueton. That was a club meeting that they had. We 
didn’t go out and—that there was the Bethlehem Club. 

Mr. Jut1ana. You were in the same club with Joseph Picucci? 

Mr. Mippueton. Picucci and Bill Hood, Rufus Middleton and 
Warren Perry, all supposed to belong to the same club. 

Mr. Juuiana. The same Communist Party Club? 

Mr. Mippieton. Yes, Communist Party Club. That is what you 
are talking about. 

Mr. Juuiana. Do you know a man by the name of John Szabo? 

Mr. Mippteron. John Szabo? 

Mr. Juniana. S-z-a-b-o. 

Mr. Mipp.eTon. I couldn’t say I do. I might know his face but 
I don’t know him by that name. 

Mr. Jutiana. Did you know a man by the name of Markus Kalasz, 
K-a-l—a-s—z? 

Mr. Mippueton. I do. 
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Mr. Juntiana. Was he a member of the Communist Party? 


Mr. Mipp.LeTon. Yes. 
Mr. Juttana. How do you know he was a member of the Commu- 


nist Party? 

Mr. MippieTon. He was one of the first men when I come to 
Bethlehem that mentioned Communist Party to me, and I was to 
different meetings with him and saw him pay dues. 

Mr. Juntana. You paid him dues? 

Mr. Mippieton. No; I saw him pay dues. 

Mr. Junrana. Did he try to recruit you into the Communist 
Party? 

Mr. Mrpp.eron. He said he had a place that he wanted me to go 
with him some time, and he thinks I would like to join it. And me, 
a dummy, and didn’t know any better, I told him all right, I would go. 

Mr. Juntiana. Did you ever have a Communist Party membership 
eard? 

Mr. Mippieton. I did. 

Mr. Juntana. What did you do with it? 

Mr. Mippieron. We was to a meeting in Allentown and Bill Hood 
took it. 

Mr. Juniana. Bill Hood took it away from you? 

Mr. Mippieron. That is right. 

Mr. Juntana. Was that prior to or just about the time that the 
Communist Party went underground? 

Mr. Mippiteron. It was at the time when they had the 12 in 
New York. 

Mr. Junrana. You are talking about the national committeemen 
who were indicted under the Smith Act? 

Mr. Mippieron. That bunch they had there, when they had a 
bunch of them that was in New York on that trial up there. 

Mr. Juniana. Before Judge Medina? 

Mr. MippLeron. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Jutirana. Did you ever see the Communist Party membership 
card of Markus Kalasz? 

Mr. Mippieron. | did. 

Mr. Juniana. Under what circumstances did you see the card? 

Mr. Mrppieron. | seen him pay Bill Hood dues, and Bill Hood 
marked his ecard. 

Mr. Juntana. Would he mark his card with a pencil or an 
instrument? 

Mr. Mippieron. They have something, you know, they clip it, 
like that [illustrating]. 

Mr. Juntana. Like a punch? 

Mr. Mippietron. Yes. Something like a conductor has; something, 
they clip it. 

Mr. Juttana. You saw Bill Hood punch Markus Kalasz’s Com- 
munist Party membership card? 

Mr. Mippueron. I did. 

Mr. Juttana. Do you know a man by the name of John Babirak? 
B-a-b-i-r-a-k? ° 

Mr. Mippueton. I do. 

Mr. Juttana. Was he a member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Mippieron. The first time when I was—when I was recruited 
in the Communist Party, John Babirak was there—and I couldn’t 
say he was a Communist, but he belonged to that Hungarian Workers 
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Hall. He could have been a Communist then. And I have been to 
meetings where he was. But to see him give money, then, I didn’t 
see that. But I went to see the mayor of Bethlehem, which is Mayor 
Chafritz. Rufus Middleton, Charlie Erney, Joe Picucci, and Babirak 
went to see him about a Communist Party member that had been 
put in jail and he lost his job. And when they got through tele- 
phoning, I kind of drug back. I didn’t say anything, anyway. I 
just sat there listening. I drug back. 

So the man says to me, “What do you think about it? Do you 
think he’s guilty?” 

I said, ‘Yes, I think he’s guilty.” 


He says, “You had better get out of that gang you are with.” I 
said, “I will.”” And when I got out the door, Babirak asked me “‘What 


are you doing? ‘Trying to give us away?” 

I said “Give you away, hell. This is a free country. I can talk 
the way I please.’’ And I come on out. 

Mr. Jutiana. This morning we had a witness appear here by the 
name of Harold Allen. Do you know Harold Allen? 

Mr. Mippuetron. The Negro boy that testified in here, Rufus 
Middleton and Bill Hood were picking up a pienic ground at Mother 
Bloor’s farm. 

Mr. Junt1ana. Where is that farm located? 

Mr. Mippueton. April farm, in Pennsylvania. I think it is in 
Bucks County. 

Mr. Jun1aANnaA. Mother Bloor is now dead, is she not? 

Mr. MippueTon. That is right. That is what they said. 

Mr. Juniana. What was the purpose of this cleaning up of the 
picnic grounds? 

Mr. MippueTon. To have a big picnic, Fourth of July pienic—yes, 
it was Fourth of July—a big picnic out there. A big lot of people 
was coming from Philadelphia out there. 

Mr. JuniaAna. Was that a Communist Party picnic? 

Mr. Mrpp.eton. It was. 

Mr. Jutrana. And Allen was one of these—— 

Mr. Mippieton. This boy——— 

Mr. Juuiana. That cleaned up the grounds after the picnic; is that 
right? 

Mr. Mipp.ieton. This boy was here this morning, I didn’t know 
him by his name. I just knew his face. He always cleaned up, 
helped us clean up, him and 5 or 6 more boys, some fellows from 
New York came down to help us clean up out there. 

Mr. Juxiana. Was there anything peculiar about the way this 
fellow was dressed this day he was picking up this refuse at the picnic 
grounds? 

Mr. Mipp.eTon. Not then, but on the day of the picnic, I managed 
the barbecue myself. I did the cooking of the barbecue, the fry- 
ing of the chickens and everthing that was there. One fellow I only 
had help, he had on a T-shirt, these short-sleeved shirts, and it had 
Communist Party wrote across there. I to'd him I wanted to buy 
a couple of those shirts, where could I get them: xt. 

He said, ‘“‘What do you want with them?” I said, “I want them 
for my little niece in Georgia.” 

One of the fellows out of Philadelphia called him for me when I 
asked him about it. He said, ‘‘Don’t never tell him where you got 
those shirts.” Then he walked off. 
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Mr. Juxtana. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Senator Porrer. Mr. Kennedy? 

Mr. Kennepy. Did you ride in a car with Mother Bloor? 

Mr. Mippueton. Ride in a car with Mother Bloor? 

Mr. Kennepy. Back from a picnic or meeting? 

Mr. Mippteton. I can’t say I did and I won’t say I didn’t. I 
wouldn’t say I didn’t, and I won’t say I did. 

Mr. Kennepy. Did she or Elizabeth Gurley Flynn ever make any 
statements to you during a car ride home from a Communist Party 
picnic about neither the Republican or Democratic Party being in 
Washington in 1948? 

Mr. Mippteton. When she spoke that—— 

Mr. Kennepy. Which one was this? 

Mr. Mippieron. Mother Bloor. When she spoke that word about 
Truman won’t be there, without the other place, it was the second 
picnic, and we wanted to get a first speaker out there, and they 
couldn’t get a speaker, and she spoke herself. And she said—that is 
when Truman was running against Dewey for President. 

She said he might make it but he won’t be in Washington, there will 
be some body else there. 

But as I was going home that evening I asked Bill Hood what did 
she mean, and he has not given me the answer yet. 

Mr. Kennepy. No further questions. 

Senator Porrer. Mr. Juliana. 

Mr. Juntana. Mr. Middleton, following the time that you got out 
of the Communist Party, were you contacted by the FBI? 

Mr. Mippueton. After I got out, I was. 

Mr. Juntiana. After you were out of the Communist Party the 
FBI contacted you? 

Mr. Mrppieron. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Junrana. On several occasions? 

Mr. Mippieron. Several occasions. 

Mr. Juntiana. And you have cooperated with them? 

Mr. Mippieron. Yes; to the best of my ability. 

Mr. Jutrana. And you will continue to cooperate with them; is 
that right? 

Mr. Mippueron. I will. 

Mr. Jutiana. Fine. Thank you very much. That is all I have, 
Mr. Chairman. 

Senator Porrer. Mr. Middleton, I wish to thank you for your 
cooperation that you have given the committee, and I apologize for 
keeping you here for a couple of days. Many times it is difficult to 
schedule witnesses. You have been very patient. 

Mr. Mippueton. To take care of the situation, I don’t mind coming, 
if I can be any help to you. 

Senator Porrrr. You certainly have. Thank you kindly. 

Mr. Mippteron. I always will be if you call me. 

Senator Porrer. You may be excused. 

Mr. Mrippieton. Thank you. 

Senator Porrrr. This concludes this phase of the investigation of 
Communist activities in defense plants. This is the beginning phase, 
and the committee will now stand adjourned. 


(Whe reupon, at 5:05 p. m., the committee recessed, subject to the 
call of the Chair.) 


x 








